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8. Strategies in Science Communication
This course focuses on the creation of clearer and more e�ective ways to communicate scienti�c matters to larger audiences. It 
provides participants with a thorough and practical understanding of the process used in developing a communication plan 
including the development of a strategic framework and accompanying action plan that allocates resources, responsibilities 
and timeframes. It has a strong emphasis on relating theory to current industry best practice in implementing a strategic 
approach to planning communication activities. The major project component is based around �eld work and evaluation of 
real life science communication strategies.

9. Science and Public Policy
The interface between science and public policy - between our key modern sources of knowledge and action - is of 
fundamental importance to modern society.  Yet while our technologies and techniques of scienti�c enquiry have allowed us 
to learn ever more about the world, and our collective ability to enact change has become ever more powerful, the relationship 
between scienti�c knowledge and public policy action has never been entirely smooth. This course traces the dynamics, 
contours and fractures of this interface.
Topics covered include: policy for doing science and for implementing its outputs; appropriate science and technology policy 
and practice; the relationship between science priorities and government priorities; the implications of funding arrangements; 
science in the community; the di�ering languages and time frames of scientists and policy makers; practical techniques for 
community involvement; the tensions between what stakeholders want and what they need; and risk perception, analysis and 
communication.
It is our goal in this course to generate a mindset that can help to produce better policy for science, and better engage scienti�c 
enquiry with policy action.

10. Science in Popular Fiction
This course provides an introduction to the impact of �ctional representations of science and scientists on public perceptions 
of science. It introduces research, theory and methods from this growing area of science communication as applied to �ctional 
works including �lms, television programs, plays, novels, short stories and comics. Students are encouraged to share their own 
experiences of science-based �ction and to pursue their areas of interest through assessment. The major piece of assessment 
is a research project testing students' hypotheses about the impact that a work of �ction might have on public perceptions of 
science. The research project will be completed individually, but the research ideas will be developed as a team with a view to 
obtaining publishable results.

Assessment
Each course may have di�erent assessments aligned with its learning outcomes. Overall there will be written 
assessment tasks such as essays, news media articles, content for online media etc. Most of the courses have oral 
seminar presentations, and research oriented assessment such as literature reviews, research reports. Some courses 
have re�ective journals, critiques and portfolios as well. 

Tuition Fee
1st Instalment AUD 11,200 (Year 1) payable upon registration
2nd Instalment AUD11,200 (Year 2) payable upon start of 2nd year

Application
Application forms are available:
Online: https://www.hkuspace.hku.hk/prog/msc-communication 
By e-mail : sftam@hkuspace.hku.hk

Application Deadline
15 May 2017

Applicants should submit:
1. Duly completed HKU SPACE application form; 
2. Copies of academic certi�cates and results slips;
3. A copy of HKID card or passport; and
4. An application fee of HK$200 (non-refundable) by crossed cheque made payable to "HKU SPACE" and send 
to
 College of Life Sciences and Technology, HKU SPACE, Room 1806-08, 18/F Fortress Tower, 
 250 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong (Attn: Ms Tam)

HKU SPACE is a non-pro�t making University company limited by guarantee
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About HKU SPACE
HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education (SPACE) acts as an extension arm of the University to deliver 
HKU’s mission and role in providing lifelong learning opportunities to the community. With over 1,000 full-time 
sta� members and some 2,100 part-time teachers, HKU SPACE is a leading local provider in continuing education. 
Course enrolments since 1956 have exceeded 2.47 million, with annual course enrolment close to 90,000. In 
2013/14, this was equivalent to some 24,021 full-time equivalent students.

Australian National University
The Australian National University (ANU) situated in Canberra, is Australia's highest ranked university in the QS World University 
Rankings (No. 19 in the world) and ranked second in the Times rankings (Number 45 in the world, behind University 
of Melbourne). ANU has close links with the Federal government, industries and research institutions in Australia 
and around the world, and also enjoys close relationships with Cambridge, Oxford, Berkeley, Yale, ETH Zurich, 
Copenhagen, National University of Singapore, Peking and Tokyo Universities, through the International Alliance 
of Research Universities (IARU) – a partnership among ten of the world’s leading research intensive universities. 

In 2011, 94 per cent of research from ANU scholars was rated above world standard or well above world standard 
by the Australian Government's Excellence in Research for Australia initiative. ANU has also won wide recognition 
as a place of intensive research, undergraduate and postgraduate education, and policy engagement. The 
Australian National Centre for the Public Awareness of Science (CPAS) at ANU is the leading and oldest centre for 
Science Communication in the world. Through its teaching, research and outreach, CPAS promotes active 
communication about science in the public arena. Since 2000, CPAS has been an accredited Centre for the 
Australian National Commission for UNESCO, tasked with collaborating both within Australia and with 
neighbouring countries in raising awareness of science. CPAS is a highly-respected centre for international 
outreach and has been a partner with the National University of Singapore in a joint degree in Science 
Communication since 2009.

Programme Overview
Science Communication is generally de�ned as presenting science related 
topics to the general public. There is growing attention for communicating 
science and is recognized as a responsibility of those involved in science. 
However, few scientists have learnt the skills of communicating scienti�c 
concepts to a lay audience though most scientists are properly trained in 
research methodologies and analytical skills. Moreover, with the current 
trend of increasing specialization in the various scienti�c disciplines and 
absence of formal training in science communication, this gap in science 
communication has not been resolved.

Programme Structure
This new programme will be o�ered on a part-time basis in the blended learning mode. It comprises intensive 

week-long face-to-face lectures or synchronized on-line lectures at scheduled times; with on-line tutorials or online 
discussion forums. Students attaining the minimum entry requirements will be required to complete 120 credits (48 
ANU credits) including 2 core modules and 4 elective modules. The period required for completion of the 
programme is a minimum of two calendar years, up to a maximum of four years.

Entry Requirements
To gain entry to the Master of Science Communication, a student is expected to have achieved either:
A  (i) A Bachelor degree with honours in a science related discipline; or
    (ii)     An ordinary Bachelor degree plus a postgraduate diploma in a science related discipline; 
       and 
B  (i) Met the Australian National University’s English Language Admission Requirements for Students i.e. IELTS score  
 of 6.5 or TOEFL score of 570 (paper based) or 80 (internet based) from a single test taken within 2 years; or
    (ii) Provide evidence showing that the degree is from an institution where the language of teaching and    
              assessment is English.

Applicants with an ordinary Bachelor degree in a science related discipline and substantial working experience will be 
considered on individual merit.

Programme code: GS008A
Application code: 1385-GS008A

Programme Highlights
The Master of Science Communication programme aims to provide 
theoretical and practical aspects of science communication for people 
interested in becoming professional science communicators, 
communication managers, science educators, or for those to gain skills in 
communicating their own science. Many graduates from ANU have found 
careers as communication o�cers for scienti�c organisations such as 
government departments, universities, businesses, NGOs, or in the media. 
Some have set up science media businesses or consultancy �rms. Others 
work in centres for informal science learning across the world, such as 
science centres and museums. Some of the diverse and exciting areas across 
the �eld of science communication that graduates of ANU embrace include 
working with radio and television stations, magazines, Science Foundations, 
etc.   

                 HKU SPACE 
   Credits

Compulsory Modules

 1 Communicating Science with the Public  15
 2 Master of Science Communication Research Project  45
   60

Elective Modules (any four = 60 credits)

 3 Speaking of Science  15
 4 Science Communication and the Web  15
 5 Ethics, Issues and Consequences of Science  15
 6 Cross Cultural Perspectives in Science Communication  15
 7 Science in the Media  15
 8 Strategies in Science Communication  15
 9 Science and Public Policy  15
10 Science in Popular Fiction  15

The above programme structure is intended to be used as a guide by prospective students.  HKU SPACE and  Australian National University reserve the right 
to vary the structure.

Overview
Awarding University

Award

Duration

Medium of instruction

Delivery mode

The Australian National University

Master of Science Communication

2 years

English

Part-time face-face and blended mode

Course Content

Core Modules

1. Communicating Science with the Public
Indi�erence to science is a challenge for science communicators, and it a�ects more broadly decisions about education, 
lifestyle and issues of global signi�cance. This course examines the problems commonly encountered by members of the 
public who hold apathetic views to science. Students in this course are acquainted with the learning problems commonly 
encountered by those of the public who have not ‘succeeded’ in science, due to poor exposure and early experiences in 
science.

2. Master of Science Communication Research Project
The Master of Science Communication Research Project is a substantive investigation of an approved topic in science 
communication. This can include an empirical study or the development of a science communication artefact (e.g. 
book, CD-ROM, DVD, web site) along with a written component justifying the artefact in a theoretical framework 
based on the current understanding of the area. Training in research methods will be provided to all students enrolled 
in this course.

Elective Modules

3. Speaking of Science
This is a practical course which aims to develop public speaking skills. The emphasis is on presenting science to a 
general audience. Specialist training will also be given to provide skills in acting techniques applicable to public 
speaking.

4. Science Communication and the Web
The internet and social media sit at the heart of the modern communication of scienti�c information. But are you 
using the web in the best possible ways to communicate? This intensive course focuses on providing you with the 
skills and knowledge so you can triumph when using the internet to communicate your science. Topics include writing 
for the web, using analytics, best social media engagement, video and podcasting, mapping and infographics, 
Wikipedia and the frontiers of social media.

5. Ethics, Issues and Consequences of Science
Science and technology do not exist in isolation. They play a signi�cant role in our lives and are often surrounded by 
ethical and moral issues that need to be addressed to encourage informed decision making. The multi-cultural society 
in which we live can strongly in�uence the way in which individuals view new scienti�c developments. This course 
looks at science and how it is communicated in a cultural context, as well as debating the issue of who bears the 
responsibility when things go wrong. Modern and especially current issues in science are addressed in this course. The 
course explores the ethical and moral issues that need to be addressed to encourage informed decision-making and 
communication about science and technology in our lives. It has a strong emphasis on personal re�ection and 
situating course material within the lives of each student.

6. Cross Cultural Perspectives in Science Communication
This course aims to increase students’ understanding about issues, problems and e�ective strategies of 
communicating science and technology with culturally diverse audiences. To this aim, the course explores how values, 
beliefs and expectations di�erentiate science from other knowledge systems. It examines the Eurocentric privileging 
of modern science and its communication, which are integral parts of Western culture. In doing so, the course looks 
closely at communities that are alienated from science, with particular reference to current science communication 
research, and prepares students to communicate across cultural boundaries.

7. Science in the Media
This is a skills-based course which examines the roles and relationships between science, the media and society. It aims to 
train students in the production of materials suitable for publication or broadcast in the popular media. Students will have 
opportunities to practice the skills of this course in ‘real life settings’ gaining valuable industry experience and contacts.
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8. Strategies in Science Communication
This course focuses on the creation of clearer and more e�ective ways to communicate scienti�c matters to larger audiences. It
provides participants with a thorough and practical understanding of the process used in developing a communication plan
including the development of a strategic framework and accompanying action plan that allocates resources, responsibilities
and timeframes. It has a strong emphasis on relating theory to current industry best practice in implementing a strategic
approach to planning communication activities. The major project component is based around �eld work and evaluation of
real life science communication strategies.

9. Science and Public Policy
The interface between science and public policy - between our key modern sources of knowledge and action - is of
fundamental importance to modern society. Yet while our technologies and techniques of scienti�c enquiry have allowed us
to learn ever more about the world, and our collective ability to enact change has become ever more powerful, the relationship
between scienti�c knowledge and public policy action has never been entirely smooth. This course traces the dynamics,
contours and fractures of this interface.
Topics covered include: policy for doing science and for implementing its outputs; appropriate science and technology policy
and practice; the relationship between science priorities and government priorities; the implications of funding arrangements;
science in the community; the di�ering languages and time frames of scientists and policy makers; practical techniques for
community involvement; the tensions between what stakeholders want and what they need; and risk perception, analysis and
communication.
It is our goal in this course to generate a mindset that can help to produce better policy for science, and better engage scienti�c
enquiry with policy action.

10. Science in Popular Fiction
This course provides an introduction to the impact of �ctional representations of science and scientists on public perceptions
of science. It introduces research, theory and methods from this growing area of science communication as applied to �ctional
works including �lms, television programs, plays, novels, short stories and comics. Students are encouraged to share their own
experiences of science-based �ction and to pursue their areas of interest through assessment. The major piece of assessment
is a research project testing students' hypotheses about the impact that a work of �ction might have on public perceptions of
science. The research project will be completed individually, but the research ideas will be developed as a team with a view to
obtaining publishable results.

Assessment
Each course may have di�erent assessments aligned with its learning outcomes. Overall there will be written
assessment tasks such as essays, news media articles, content for online media etc. Most of the courses have oral
seminar presentations, and research oriented assessment such as literature reviews, research reports. Some courses
have re�ective journals, critiques and portfolios as well.

Tuition Fee
1st Instalment AUD 11,200 (Year 1) payable upon registration
2nd Instalment AUD11,200 (Year 2) payable upon start of 2nd year

Application
Application forms are available:
Online: https://www.hkuspace.hku.hk/prog/msc-communication
By e-mail : sftam@hkuspace.hku.hk

Application Deadline

Applicants should submit:
1. Duly completed HKU SPACE application form;
2. Copies of academic certi�cates and results slips;
3. A copy of HKID card or passport; and
4. An application fee of HK$200 (non-refundable) by crossed cheque made payable to "HKU SPACE" and send
to
 College of Life Sciences and Technology, HKU SPACE, Room 1806-08, 18/F Fortress Tower,
 250 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong (Attn: Ms Tam)

HKU SPACE is a non-pro�t making University company limited by guarantee
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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
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The University of Hong Kong

Programme Enquiries

Ms. Tam 
Telephone: 2975 5683 
E-mail: sftam@hkuspace.hku.hk
Website: https://www.hkuspace.hku.hk/prog/msc-communication

Note: 
This programme is an exempted course under the Non-Local Higher and Professional Education (Regulation) 
Ordinance.  It is a matter of discretion for individual employers to recognize any quali�cation to which this course may 
lead.  Information in this lea�et is subject to change by HKU SPACE and the Australian National University without 
prior notice. Please refer to HKU SPACE website or contact Programme Sta� for latest information.
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Master of Science Communication
Part-time degree programme

8. Strategies in Science Communication
This course focuses on the creation of clearer and more e�ective ways to communicate scienti�c matters to larger audiences. It 
provides participants with a thorough and practical understanding of the process used in developing a communication plan 
including the development of a strategic framework and accompanying action plan that allocates resources, responsibilities and 
timeframes. It has a strong emphasis on relating theory to current industry best practice in implementing a strategic approach to 
planning communication activities. The major project component is based around �eld work and evaluation of real life science 
communication strategies.

9. Science and Public Policy
The interface between science and public policy - between our key modern sources of knowledge and action - is of fundamental 
importance to modern society.  Yet while our technologies and techniques of scienti�c enquiry have allowed us to learn ever more 
about the world, and our collective ability to enact change has become ever more powerful, the relationship between scienti�c 
knowledge and public policy action has never been entirely smooth. This course traces the dynamics, contours and fractures of this 
interface.
Topics covered include: policy for doing science and for implementing its outputs; appropriate science and technology policy and 
practice; the relationship between science priorities and government priorities; the implications of funding arrangements; science in 
the community; the di�ering languages and time frames of scientists and policy makers; practical techniques for community 
involvement; the tensions between what stakeholders want and what they need; and risk perception, analysis and communication.
It is our goal in this course to generate a mindset that can help to produce better policy for science, and better engage scienti�c 
enquiry with policy action.

10. Science in Popular Fiction
This course provides an introduction to the impact of �ctional representations of science and scientists on public perceptions of 
science. It introduces research, theory and methods from this growing area of science communication as applied to �ctional works 
including �lms, television programs, plays, novels, short stories and comics. Students are encouraged to share their own experiences 
of science-based �ction and to pursue their areas of interest through assessment. The major piece of assessment is a research project 
testing students' hypotheses about the impact that a work of �ction might have on public perceptions of science. The research 
project will be completed individually, but the research ideas will be developed as a team with a view to obtaining publishable results.

Assessment
Each course may have di�erent assessments aligned with its learning outcomes. Overall there will be written assessment 
tasks such as essays, news media articles, content for online media etc. Most of the courses have oral seminar 
presentations, and research oriented assessment such as literature reviews, research reports. Some courses have 
re�ective journals, critiques and portfolios as well. 

Tuition Fee
1st Instalment AUD 11,200 (Year 1) payable upon registration
2nd Instalment AUD11,200 (Year 2) payable upon start of 2nd year

Application
Application forms are available:
Online: https://www.hkuspace.hku.hk/prog/msc-communication 
By e-mail : sftam@hkuspace.hku.hk

Application Deadline
15 May 2017

Applicants should submit:
1. Duly completed HKU SPACE application form; 
2. Copies of academic certi�cates and results slips;
3. A copy of HKID card or passport; and
4. An application fee of HK$200 (non-refundable) by crossed cheque made payable to "HKU SPACE" and send to
 College of Life Sciences and Technology, HKU SPACE, Room 1806-08, 18/F Fortress Tower, 
 250 King's Road, North Point, Hong Kong (Attn: Ms Tam)

HKU SPACE is a non-pro�t making University company limited by guarantee




