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Artificial intelligence is reshaping the global economy

HKU SPACE JOINS and daily life with unprecedented power, driving
FORCES WITH a profound transformation across the education
GOOGLE CLOUD
TO OPEN A NEW 27 May 2026, the School signed a Memorandum
CHAPTER IN of Understanding (MoU) with a global technology

sector. As a pioneer of lifelong learning in Hong Kong,
HKU SPACE is embracing this wave of change. On

giant, Google Cloud Hong Kong, establishing a

AI EDUCATION comprehensive strategic partnership. This is more than

just a technical collaboration; it represents a revolution
in educational philosophy, marking a new chapter in
the School’s Al-driven digital transformation.
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Embracing technology, empowering future talent

At the ceremony, Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU SPACE, stated,
“‘Embracing Technology’ is a key direction of our Strategic Plan. Our collaboration with
Google Cloud HK marks a significant milestone in our digital transformation journey,
enabling us to leverage world-class Al technology to enhance teaching and learning
(T&L), streamline operations, and empower data analytics for quality enhancement.”

Ricky Kwok, Head of Google
Cloud Hong Kong, also expressed
high hopes for the partnership:
“Our shared goal is to empower
the current and next generation
of talent with the Al-fluency they
need to thrive in a digital-first world,
whilst fulfilling our commitment to
‘Advance Hong Kong Together’.
We are helping to cultivate an
innovation-ready workforce.”

Get your

ideas off
the ground
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Four strategic pillars to build an Al learning ecosystem

The two parties will engage in in-depth collaboration across four strategic pillars:

1. Deployment of Google’s leading Al tools: The School will roll out the Gemini
Enterprise for Education platform to all staff and students, enhancing T&L efficiency
and personalised learning environment.

2. Comprehensive digital transformation in Al education: Establishing a Google
Cloud Al lab to support student-led innovation projects, and creating the HKU SPACE
x Google Al Prompt Library to provide systematic Al learning resources.

3. Programme and curriculum development: The School currently offers over
70 Al-related courses. Moving forward, both parties will collaborate on Al-centric
courses and curriculum integration to stay current with industry trends.

4. Talent development: Google experts will deliver professional training and
certification courses for students. Both parties will also launch joint promotional
initiatives, including the School’s participation in Google’s flagship event.
Furthermore, Mr Michael Yung, Strategic Advisor of Google Cloud, served as a
keynote speaker at the School’s Open SPACE, marking the knowledge exchange
between the two parties.

Al is a partner, not a replacement

On the MoU signing day, Professor Lee was
featured as a guest speaker at the Fireside Chat of
Google Cloud Leaders Connect 2026. He shared
how the School fosters an innovative culture and
cultivates Al talent, demonstrating its leadership in
Al education.

Professor Lee emphasised that the School
believes Al is a partner in enhancing the learning
experience, rather than a substitute for humans.
The School envisions integrating Al with human
intelligence: with Al handling data analytical tasks,
whilst humans take the lead in solving complex
problems and making ethical judgements.

Professor Lee revealed that the School is exploring the use of Al agents to drive
“decentralisation of academic expertise” which will provide students with an
interactive, intelligent learning experience 24 hours a day.

To mark this historic moment, Google
Cloud has invited the School to
participate in a film production by its
Transform Studio, sharing the School’s
success story in educational innovation.

As Professor Lee stated in the video’s
closing remarks: “The School is creating
a new way of empowering learners in
the age of AL” This represents not only
our vision for the future of education,
but also our unwavering commitment to
lifelong learners.
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Advancing Industry—Education Integration for the GBA’s Future
The 2nd GBA Education Conference and Field Trip Successfully Held
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As the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area (GBA) accelerates toward a new stage of high-
quality development, technological innovation and
industrial upgrading have become the core drivers
of regional growth. Against this backdrop, precisely
aligning with the GBA's talent demands and promoting the deep integration of
education and industry have emerged as key challenges for the higher education
sector.

"Contributing to human capital development in the GBA" is a top priority within the
strategic plan of HKU SPACE. The School launched two major initiatives in May
2026: partnering with the School of Continuing Education at Sun Yat-sen University
(SYSU) to host the 2nd GBA Education Conference, and organising a delegation to
visit leading enterprises in the GBA. These initiatives fully demonstrate the School’s
forward-looking vision and active integration into national development strategies.
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Intellectual exchange: the 2nd GBA Education Conference

The 2nd GBA Education Conference was successfully held on 14 May 2026 at the
Guangzhou South Campus of SYSU. Under the theme “Innovative Education and
Industry Integration,” the conference brought together distinguished educators,
experts, practitioners, and professionals from various sectors across the GBA to
engage in in-depth discussions on key topics such as educational innovation, talent
development, and industry collaboration.

The conference commenced with opening speeches delivered by Mr Zhongzhi Tai,
Vice President of SYSU, and Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU SPACE.
Professor Lee emphasised that the conference serves as an important platform
for knowledge exchange, lifelong learning, and enhanced regional cooperation. He
expressed hope that by bringing together diverse expertise, the conference would
inspire innovative thinking, further support talent development and educational
innovation, and help build the GBA into a vibrant hub of innovation and education.

During the keynote session, distinguished speakers included Professor Yun Zhao,
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Law at the University of Hong Kong; Miss Maria Tam,
Former Deputy Director, HKSAR Basic Law Committee of the Standing Committee
of the NPC; Professor Gordon Lam, Hong Kong Deputy to the NPC; and Professor
Zhengping Fu, Dean of the Institute of Free Trade Zone Studies at SYSU. Drawing from
their respective fields, the speakers delivered insightful analyses on key issues related to
institutional innovation and industrial development in the GBA. Topics covered included
cross-border digital dispute resolution mechanisms, the positioning and opportunities
for Hong Kong’s legal profession in the GBA, collaborative innovation in technology
supply chains, and the integration of industrial cluster upgrading with education.

A roundtable discussion followed, focusing on “Building an Ecosystem for Innovation
Talent Development and Industry Integration in the GBA.” Moderated by Mr Xiaozhong
He, Dean of the School of Continuing Education at
SYSU, the session featured experts from academia,
healthcare, corporate (human resources), and
investment sectors, including Professor Xiaoying Li,
Dr Shao Haei Liu, Mr Yueliang Tao, and Ms Shounan
Zhang. Together, they explored how cross-sector
collaboration can drive deeper alignment between
talent cultivation and industry demands, providing
fresh momentum for the region’s long-term
development.
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Field insights: visiting leading GBA enterprises

While the education conference served as a guide for theory and policy, the field
trip provided firsthand experience of the industrial frontier. From 13 to 15 May 2026,
Professor William K.M. Lee led a School delegation on a three-day visit to Guangzhou,
which demonstrated the vibrant pulse of the GBA's new economy.

The delegation visited several industry-leading enterprises and innovation platforms
in Guangzhou. These included the global headquarters and intelligent manufacturing
base of XPeng Motors, a leader in the new energy vehicle sector, where participants
gained in-depth insights into advancements in intelligent driving, digital production,
and research and development innovation. The group also visited benchmark fashion
retail companies MINISO Group and Vipshop to understand innovations in new
retail models, particularly in brand IP operations, supply chain management, and
data application. At KingMed Diagnostics, located on Guangzhou International Bio
Island, the delegation learned how large-scale samples and big data are leveraged
to advance precision medicine. The participants also visited the GBA Innovation
Center of High-performance Medical Devices to study how its open platform and
industrial incubation system support the commercialisation and incubation of medical
technology enterprises. At the final stop of the itinerary, the delegation toured the
Exhibition Hall of Midea Cloud of the Midea Group to learn about its developments
in healthcare, home appliances, and heavy industry, followed by a meeting on
its practices in industrial internet, smart manufacturing, and enterprise digital
transformation solutions.
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Conclusion: integrating knowledge
with action, responding to the needs
of the era

From policy discussions in the conference hall
to technological demonstrations on the factory
floor, this exchange seamlessly integrated
theory and practice. It not only deepened
the School’s strategic partnerships with top
Mainland universities and leading enterprises
but also provided invaluable empirical insights
for the School's future curriculum planning,
pedagogical innovation, and talent development.

Moving forward, the School will continue to
act as a bridge, delivering more precise and
forward-looking educational services to meet
the demands of industrial upgrading in the GBA,
thereby injecting continuous momentum into the
nation's high-quality development.
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At the School’s 2026 Long Service Awards Ceremony, a heartwarming scene
unfolded. Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU SPACE who is normally
on stage presenting the awards, stood as a recipient himself this year. Receiving
the accolade from Professor lan Holliday, Chairman of the Board of Directors, the
moment beautifully marked his decade of walking hand-in-hand with the School.
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Life's most unforgettable scenery

Rewinding to July 2015, Professor Lee had just assumed office as Director of the
School. In his inaugural interview at the time, rather than dwelling on management
theories, he shared a touching story. He recalled, "When my grandmother was on her
deathbed, she had lost most of her memory, yet she still remembered the happy times
we spent together." This made him realise that sharing joyful moments with people is
truly life's most unforgettable scenery.

This deep value placed on "people" has set the compassionate tone for his
governance over the past ten years. He believes education is not merely about passing
on knowledge, but about human interaction, collaboration, and companionship. In
HKU SPACE'’s lifelong learning family, he acts not just as a decision-maker, but as a
fellow traveler braving the wind and waves alongside all staff and learners.
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The success of the School lies in its people

The path over the last decade has never been short of storms. Buffeted by economic
cycles, an ageing population, and COVID-19, the education sector has faced
challenge after challenge. Yet, with wisdom and steady leadership, Professor Lee has
not only guided the School through the storms but also achieved remarkable growth.

The School has become the largest provider in Hong Kong for sub-degree
programmes (enrolling over 17,000 students annually), Continuing Education Fund
(CEF) courses (offering over 1,800 courses), and transnational education programmes
(serving around 3,000 students). The School serves close to 60,000 learners each year
and has accumulated over 3.4 million course enrolments since its founding. Despite
these achievements, Professor Lee candidly stated in his Long Service Awards
speech: "Numbers are not the part that moves me the most."

“The part that moves me is what those numbers represent," he explained, "individual
learners with busy lives, family responsibilities and career pressures—who choose to
study with us. And school leavers disappointed with the DSE results come to us with a
hope to do better, and many do."

To him, the transformation of learners reflect the true meaning of education, while the
countless colleagues working hard behind the scenes form the core that allows the
School to stride steadily forward and continue innovating.

Achievement is a shared medal

Standing at this new milestone of his tenth anniversary of service, he remarked: "This
award may carry my name, but it reflects the people who have supported me and
worked alongside me—through difficult times, and times when we had to find a way
forward together."

Professor Lee emphasised that the most precious element is not the award itself, but
the collective sense of achievement that all colleagues share after striving together
toward a common goal.
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To recognise the loyalty and dedication of staff members, the School hosted
its annual Long Service Awards Ceremony on 11 June 2026 at the HKU SPACE
Po Leung Kuk Stanley Ho Community College (HPSHCC). Following HKU SPACE’s
expanded role in the management of HPSHCC, the two institutions joined forces
once again to host this memorable event, paying tributes to veteran staff and
celebrating the team’s strong cohesion.

The ceremony commenced with opening addresses by Professor lan Holliday,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of HKU SPACE, and Professor William K.M. Lee,
Director of HKU SPACE, followed by the presentation of Long Service Awards to
recipients from both institutions. The event concluded on a warm note with award
representatives from both sides sharing heartfelt anecdotes of their journeys alongside
the School and the College over the years. This year, a total of 56 colleagues with 10,
15, 20, or 25 years of service received this honour. Notably, this milestone also marks
Professor Lee’s tenth year of service to the School; his personal participation as an
award recipient added a further layer of significance to the ceremony.

The School established the Long Service Awards Scheme in April 2012 to express
gratitude to staff for their long-term dedication and to foster a deeper sense of
belonging. Every award recipient represents the School’s most valuable asset and
serves as the cornerstone of its ongoing success. The School once again extends
its deepest gratitude to all the award recipients.

(LSPCE

HKU SPACE &HPSHCC

Award Cergmony 203
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Savouring the Wisdom of Wellness,
Exploring the World of Pu-erh Tea
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. . to explore life and appreciate culture. The HKU SPACE ALUMNI
Savounng the WlSdOm ofWellness, recently hosted two special talks, guiding alumni into the wisdom

Explorin the WOl‘ld Of Pu—erh Tea of Chinese dietary therapy and immersing them in the century-old
g heritage of Pu-erh tea, rejuvenating both body and mind.

Debunking myths of Chinese dietary therapy

Prevention is better than cure, and dietary nourishment surpasses medicinal
supplements. In the “Eat Well, Live Well” talk held on 29 May, registered Chinese
medicine practitioner Dr Jenny Tung started with the ancient wisdom of the Huangdi
Neijing, combining it with modern nutritional perspectives to explain the importance
of the spleen and stomach as the foundation of health. Dr Tung not only cleared up
common myths about over-supplementing but also provided practical dietary advice
tailored to Hong Kong's summer weather. During the Q&A session, alumni asked
enthusiastic questions, creating a vibrant atmosphere.
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Uncovering Hong Kong’s rich tea culture

The closing prices of Pu-erh tea at auctions recently have reached millions of
dollars, earning it the reputation of "drinkable antiques." In the “Pu-erh Tea” talk on
30 June, Dr TM Kwong, Senior Academic Advisor of the College of Humanities and
Law, unveiled the mysteries of Pu-erh tea for our alumni. Remarkably, Hong Kong is
the very birthplace and keeper of modern Pu-erh tea culture. Drawing on more than
a decade of deep research into its history, Dr Kwong shared Hong Kong's unique
role in this cultural heritage. He also demonstrated his tips on tasting and brewing,
allowing alumni to enjoy the premium tea and experience its distinct flavours.

HmEBFIRL

EFNRES L HERNRRESEREET
WERIEEBMNLE | -7 6 A 30 B EER #
B HAXRERZRSRBMBERRFXEL
RREIBH T EERNSREY o FR - BBERE
REELEERNR | BELRERTZFHE
ERBENRARE  HARDETHEBEERIRX
EEEHHNBHAL  AHATRE T RRETLNE
P0G - ERARIEEE - BEREHILK !




(7o 2026 P - Bl AT MR A
v Open SPACE 2026: Embracing Al, Shaping the Future

2026 FJigH :
BEI AT » FERK

Open SPACE 2026: Embracing
Al Shaping the Future

ESATISRETEHBEHRNER  NMEHEH
T ERESEANKER - B BZEERHTARE -
72026 F6 A 6 AUREETRSEN > KIhHE
PHEE OPEN SPACE IR A @ IR5| T HEEHEE
BEASRITEBHALSE-

In an Al-driven era, equipping oneself is
essential. Reflecting this, the School’s annual
Open SPACE on 6 June 2026 was held online
and onsite, attracting many participants eager
to explore new opportunities.
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Three keynote talks: engaging with the spirit of the times

This year, esteemed speakers delivered insightful keynote talks across education,
emerging technologies and human interaction.

Mr Lawrence Tang Fei, Member of the Legislative Council Election Committee
Constituency, set the stage with a presentation on Hong Kong’s ‘155 Plan’, outlining
a macro-policy vision for nurturing future talent through high-quality education.

Mr Michael Yung, Strategic Advisor of Google Cloud — the tech powerhouse
— delivered a thought-provoking talk titled "Living with Al: Redefining Privacy,
Productivity, and Everyday Learning". He explained how Al can be integrated into
daily life and shared insights on privacy and work efficiency.

The final keynote talk, "From Miscommunication to True Connection: Using
Counselling Skills to Foster Win Win Relationships at Work and at Home", was jointly
presented by Ms Jennifer Shum, Senior Guidance Counsellor, and Dr Rosa Kwok,
Programme Director of HKU SPACE. They explored how counselling techniques can
improve relationships in both the workplace and at home.
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Seven themes: exploring diverse horizons

Open SPACE also featured over 80 engaging sessions spanning an array of
themes such as "Al & Technology", "Business & Finance", "Languages & Cultures",
"Lifestyle" and "Professional Development”, catering comprehensively to the
learning needs of a diverse audience.

Sessions such as “Future Developments of Al Agents and Web4 in Intelligent
Finance” offered insights into fintech’s future, while ‘The Future Trend of Stablecoins’
examined how Hong Kong can strengthen its position as a leading digital asset hub
in the Web3 era.

For professionals seeking career growth, "From Zero to Lawyer: Your Quickest Route
to a Full Law Degree and Practice" laid out a clear progression in the legal field.
"Unveiling the Truth: Real-life Case Applications of Forensic Anthropology" satisfied
the audience’s curiosity about this alternative specialism through real cases.

The event also catered to personal lifestyle preferences and well-being. "Lifestyle of
Pet-Centric Households and Development Trends in the Pet Services" captured the
burgeoning pet economy; "ADHD: A Closer Look! From Troubled Teen to Teacher!"
illustrated how a teen overcame ADHD to succeed. Additionally, the "DSE Study
Planning" stream illuminated paths for bewildered students.

This year’s Open SPACE received an enthusiastic response, with over 1,300
in-person attendees and garnered over 12,000 online views on the day.

EEER
Watch replay
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As spring blossomed in all its glory, the School Concert "The Joys of Spring" took
place at the College Theatre in the Lee Shiu Building of the HKU SPACE Community
College on 28 April 2026. This enduring tradition once again brought together the
School’s students, alumni, donors, staff and friends. Through enchanting melodies
and vibrant rhythms, they nurtured camaraderie and shared their love for the
performing arts.

The concert drew an eager response, bringing in over 260 attendees. The theatre
buzzed with energy as the programme unfolded, showcasing a delightful mix of
performances. The stage debut commenced with students from the Community
College, whose melodious voices filled the air with the warmth and vibrancy of
spring, perfectly encapsulating the concert’s theme. Following this, teacher Alan Chu,
accompanied by violinist Amelia Chan and cellist Juanita Wong, delivered an exquisite
chamber music recital. The piano's crisp tones, the violin's melodious strains, and
the cello's rich resonance intertwined harmoniously, creating a multi-layered musical
ambiance that left a lasting impact on the audience.
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Dr William Au Weng-hei, SBS, JP, Honorary Fellow of the School and President of the
HKU SPACE ALUMNI, alongside Honorary Fellows Ms Esther Wong and Professor
Enoch Young, took the stage next. Their heartfelt rendition of classic hits resonated
deeply with the audience, showcasing the alumni’s enduring affection for the School
and their commitment to giving back. The concert reached a crescendo with a
mesmerising performance by street dance instructor Lokin and his dance troupe, who
infused the atmosphere with pulsating beats and dynamic choreography, closing the
musical extravaganza to resounding cheers and applause.

The concert's triumph owed to the exceptional performances of all students,
alumni, teacher and guests. Beyond being an artistic delight, this event served as a
significant fundraiser; all proceeds were dedicated to the School’s scholarship and
financial aid fund, supporting full-time students in financial need as they pursue their
academic and personal aspirations unimpeded by financial constraints. The School
would like to express profound appreciation to Dr William Au and all sponsors.
Dr Au's steadfast support and ongoing sponsorship of this event for eleven
consecutive years stand as a beacon of dedication to education, inspiring future
generations. We eagerly anticipate coming together once more next spring to
harmonise in kindness and beauty.

Erent Spasor
D William Au Weng-hei, SBS, IP
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University of the Arts London Visits
the School to Deepen Collaborative Ties
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On 29 April 2026, the University of London (UOL) held its annual “Recognised
Teaching Centre Symposium”. Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU SPACE,
and Dr John Cribbin, Deputy Director (Academic Services) of HKU SPACE, were
invited to present HKU SPACE at the event. Themed around “Strengthening
Partnerships Through Change and Innovation”, the symposium convened over
100 representatives from the UOL and 40 Recognised Teaching Centres globally
to explore innovation and the future landscape of international higher education.
During the session on “Case Studies of Recognised Teaching Centres”, Professor
Lee and Dr Cribbin shared insights into the School's delivery of University of London
programmes. They highlighted the School's commitment to providing lifelong
learning opportunities for learners while showcasing the School's substantial value
as a recognised teaching centre affiliated with the UOL.
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On 21 April 2026, senior leaders from the University of the Arts London (UAL)
— Professor Karen Stanton, Vice-Chancellor, Professor Rathna Ramanathan,
Provost of Central Saint Martins and UAL Executive Dean, Global Affairs, and
Joanna Brayton, Chief of Staff — visited HKU SPACE to strengthen the long-
standing strategic partnership. They met with Professor William K.M. Lee,
Director vof HKU SPACE, Dr John Cribbin, Deputy Director (Academic Services)
and other College colleagues to review current collaborative programmes
(including MA Arts and Cultural Enterprise, BA (Hons) Contemporary Media
Cultures, and MA Design Management) and to discuss future development. The
visit reaffirmed both institutions’ shared commitment to providing internationally
recognised creative education in Hong Kong over the past decade and to
expanding opportunities for students and alumni in the years to come.
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In response to the transformative impact of artificial intelligence
(Al) on higher education, the HKU SPACE Community College
held its second academic conference on 5 June 2026 at its
Kowloon East campus. Themed "Artificial Intelligence and
Education: Multidisciplinary and Interdisciplinary Perspectives", the
conference attracted scholars and industry experts from various
tertiary institutions and secondary schools in Hong Kong and
abroad to explore new educational paradigms in the age of Al.

The conference started with addresses from Professor lan
Holliday, Chairman of the Board of Directors of HKU SPACE, and
Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU SPACE. This was
followed by a keynote speech on Al and Education by Professor
Yiu Siu Ming from the School of Computing and Data Science at
the University of Hong Kong, analysing the profound impact of Al
technology on future teaching and learning.

Encompassing nearly 40 panel
discussions, the conference explored
a spectrum of educational topics,
including "The Influence of Al on
Education - From Kindergarten to Higher
Education”, "Al and Human Creativity",
and "Al and Healthcare". Participants
explored opportunities and challenges
through interdisciplinary dialogue.

The venue also featured interactive exhibition areas, including a book exhibition
by university presses showcasing latest research, live demonstrations by the
School’s E-learning Team on immersive technologies such as virtual reality and
the metaverse, and student poster presentations highlighting young innovators in
science-related projects.

The conference facilitated cross-
institutional academic exchange
while underscoring the Community
College’s proactive and forward-
thinking approach to the Al era.
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In Memory of Master Shum Yat Fei
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On 5 May 2026, HKU SPACE held its second Teaching Fellowship Festival. Centred
on the theme of the "mentorship", the event highlighted its vital role in fostering
reflective teaching practice and building learning communities.

The event brought together Teaching Fellows at all levels (including Advance HE
Senior Fellows and Fellows), mentors, mentees and fellowship candidates. Through a
series of inspiring presentations, an interactive roundtable discussion and reflective
video showcases, participants demonstrated how mentorship can boost confidence,
deepen reflective practice and support inclusive, effective teaching. Showcasing
the breadth and diversity of teaching across HKU SPACE, the Festival reaffirmed
the School's collective commitment to building a supportive, collaborative teaching
community and to the continuous pursuit of excellence. The event was a great
success, attracting around 80 participants both online and in person.

Master Shum Yat Fei, a veteran journalist, cultural commentator, and educator with
over 50 years of experience in media and higher education, has just passed away. He
has been teaching classic Chinese wisdom at HKU SPACE since 2013 and is widely
known for promoting | Ching and Eastern philosophy through teaching and media.

HKU SPACE was pleased to award him a
Honorary Fellowship in 2024. He will be
sadly missed.
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HKU SPACE Community College
Visits Leading Secondary Schools
in Chongqing
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HKU SPACE Community College

Honoured with Inaugural Outstanding
Award for Student Integrated Service
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Dr Shirley Chow, Vice Principal (Administration) of the Community College, led a
delegation to Chongging from 16 to 17 April 2026 for a two-day visit and exchange.

Coordinated by the Chongqing Municipal People's Government Foreign Affairs
Office, the delegation visited Chongging Nankai Secondary School, Chongging No.
1 Secondary School, Chongging Luneng Bashu Secondary School, and Chongging
Bashu Ivy School. They engaged in in-depth discussions with the schools’ leadership
teams and highlighted how the College’s sub-degree programmes and the Diploma in
Foundation Studies serve as a golden stepping stone to top universities in Hong Kong
and overseas, while exchanging valuable views on future avenues of cooperation
between the two regions. This visit to Chongqging has laid a solid foundation for
opening up more diverse higher education pathways for Mainland students.

The Student Development and Counselling Services (SDCS) of HKU SPACE
Community College has received the inaugural Outstanding Award for Student
Integrated Service (OASIS) from the Federation for Self-Financing Tertiary Education
(FSTE). This prestigious accolade recognises the team’s outstanding contributions to
promoting whole-person development, delivering high-quality student services, and
fostering a supportive learning environment.

Backed by a professional team, innovative programme design, and close collaboration
with programme teams, SDCS is dedicated to providing comprehensive support in
further studies, career development, and personal growth, consistently addressing
students’ needs. This award serves as an affirmation of the team’s collective
commitment. SDCS extends its heartfelt gratitude for the School’s strong
support and for the recognition from FSTE. Building on this milestone, the team
will continue to strive for excellence and further enhance the quality of support
provided to all students.
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The Board of Directors of HKU SPACE has
appointed Dr Danny Gittings as Deputy Director
(Academic Services) (Designate) with effect from
2 October 2026, with a view to succeeding Dr John
Cribbin as Deputy Director (Academic Services) from
1 November 2026.

Dr Gittings is currently Head of the College of
Humanities and Law and has served the School
for nearly 20 years. He joined HKU SPACE in 2008
and was appointed Acting Head of the College of
Humanities and Law in 2022, before assuming the
position of Head in 2023. Throughout his tenure, he
has held a number of academic and management
leadership roles and has made significant
contributions to the advancement of teaching
and learning, programme quality and academic
development.

Upon relinquishing his role as Deputy Director
(Academic Services), Dr Cribbin will take up a
new appointment as School Senior Adviser in the
Directorate Office.

The School expresses its sincere appreciation to
Dr Cribbin for his distinguished service since 1990.
He witnessed the development of the School and
has helped to shape HKU SPACE into one of Hong
Kong’s leading providers of lifelong learning. The
School wishes him every success in his new role
as School Senior Adviser and warmly welcomes
Dr Gittings into the position of Deputy Director
(Academic Services).
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Event details

HKU SPACE will host the fourth International
Conference on Quality in Self-financed Higher
Education on 27 February 2027, under the theme
“Connecting Local and Global in the Al Era”. The
conference aims to align local and international
quality standards in higher education and promote
the sharing of best practices that harness the
potential of Al.

Scholars and industry experts from around the globe
are now cordially invited to submit their abstracts
and join us in driving the quality development of self-
financed higher education.
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