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1 A mark of excellence
  Gain a degree from the University of London, a mark 

of excellence, respected worldwide since 1858.

2 Study without relocating
  Study wherever you live and gain a prestigious  

qualification. With no travel, relocation or accommodation  
costs, studying through the University of London International 
Programmes is much more affordable than coming to  
London to study on campus.

3 Quality of learning
  The programmes in this prospectus are developed by  

academics at Goldsmiths, a constituent College of the University 
of London. You can participate in a global learning community 
by connecting online with fellow students worldwide to 
collaborate and share perspectives.

4 Employability
  Enter with a range of qualifications and experience and develop 

employment skills such as problem solving, analysis and self-
motivation which are sought after by top employers worldwide.

5 Join the World Class
  On graduation join our global community of influential alumni, 

from leaders in business and industry to Nobel prize winners.
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Join the World Class



“ In the increasingly 
competitive 
environment of 
worldwide access  
to higher education, 
the University of 
London International 
Programmes continue 
to offer a guarantee of 
quality, value and 
intellectual rigour.”

  Professor Sir Adrian Smith FRS 
Vice-Chancellor, University of London
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Your prestigious University  
of London qualification

About your qualification
When you graduate with a degree, diploma or certificate  
from the University of London you will receive two  
important documents – your Final Diploma (the parchment  
you receive on graduation) and a Diploma Supplement. 

The Final Diploma
•  Indicates that you were registered with the 

University of London and awarded a University 
of London degree, diploma or certificate.

•  Gives the name of the University of London College  
that developed the syllabus and provided assessment.

•  Features the University of London crest and 
the Vice-Chancellor’s signature.

The Diploma Supplement
•  Describes the nature, level and content of the programme  

you successfully completed.
•  Includes the transcript of courses taken, marks achieved  

and overall classification.
•  States the role of Goldsmiths and the method of study.

Undergraduate study in Computing4
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Key dates

Application deadline 
You can apply throughout the 
year, but we strongly advise you 
to apply as early as possible.

Applications must be received 
no later than 
1 October

Registration deadline 
30 November

Start studying 
Study materials are usually 
available from mid-August. Some 
materials are available online, 
enabling you to start earlier.

Examinations 
May–June

A global reach 
with 50,000 
students spanning 
180 countries 
worldwide
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World-class academic 
direction from Goldsmiths

An innovative 
approach
The programmes in Computing are 
stimulating, interesting and relevant. 
Goldsmiths has designed them to 
provide lasting benefit, by combining 
leading-edge practice with solid 
underlying principles.

Our programmes focus on the innovative 
application of computing technology, 
underpinned by rigorous study of the 
technology itself. The distinctive 
Goldsmiths approach is to emphasise 
independence, creativity, and learning by 
doing. The Computing and Information 
Systems degree provides a solid grounding 
in computer technology, particularly 
software, and strengthens this by exposing 
you to its application in the world of 
business and information systems. The 
Creative Computing degree gives a 
similar grounding in technology – also 
including hardware – and focuses on its 
application in creative contexts, such as 
music, visual arts and computer games.

Both programmes will enable you to 
become a technically competent user  
of computing technology, but they give 
you more than that: they give you the 
potential to become a developer, 
innovator and leader in your field. They 
also provide a path to a variety of higher 
degrees that can further differentiate  
you in today’s competitive employment 
market, or provide the basis for a career  
in research.

Career enhancing skills
Competing in a global economy which is 
increasingly dependent on technology 
requires ever greater levels of technical 
skill and understanding. Studying 
computing with the University of London 
International Programmes will provide 
you with a strong foundation, and a 
chance to develop your interests, and 
give you what you need to succeed. You 
will learn how to apply computing to a 
range of real-life situations and to many 
industries and you will develop your 
skillset to meet evolving employment 

Dr Maggie Cooper 
Programme Director

Kärt Luik 
Programme Officer 

Margaret Stern 
Programme 
Administrator



opportunities. You will acquire the 
expertise to develop the next generation 
of computing, and contribute to strategic 
decision-making for complex socio-
technical systems. Whether your 
ambitions lie in the world of business, IT 
or the creative industries, a world class 
degree of international standing will 
fast-track your career.

Why study computing 
at Goldsmiths? 
Goldsmiths is all about the freedom to 
experiment, to think differently, to be  
an individual.

Founded in 1891, the College is 
internationally renowned for creative and 
innovative approaches to both teaching 
and research. A distinctive attitude to 
learning encourages students to explore 
ideas, challenge boundaries, investigate 
fresh ways of thinking, and stretch their 
minds intellectually and creatively.
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Goldsmiths is all  
about the freedom  
to experiment, to  
think differently,  
to be an individual. 

Introduction to the awards 

Awarded over £15 million in research 
grants in the last five years, we have a 
unique vision of computing research as 
an interdisciplinary set of practices, 
methods and techniques. As a result, our 
research renews and invigorates 
computer science as a discipline through 
a range of unusual forms of engagement 
and activity: artistic works, musical 
performances, social science studies, 
alongside the more traditional peer-
reviewed paper outputs.

All full-time academic staff are active 
researchers and leading experts in their 
field. Our research ranges from 
mainstream computer science, including 
algorithms, data analytics and machine 
learning, to creative computing for music, 
film, TV, visual arts, games and animation.

According to the Times Higher Education 
Supplement, we are in the top 20 
computer science departments in the UK 
for research intensity, and in the top four 
in London along with Imperial, UCL and 
King’s College.

Programme No. of 
courses

Study 
period Description

BSc 12 3–8 years

The traditional degree in which 12 courses are taken in 
three stages.You are welcome to apply to transfer to 
Goldsmiths to complete your degree studies, entering at 
Year 2 or Year 3.

Certificate of Higher 
Education (CertHE) 4 1–4 years

An award in its own right: you may transfer directly to Level 
5 of the BSc once you have successfully completed the 
Certificate.

Work Experience 
Entry Route 2 1–3 years

An additional entry route to the BSc for applicants with 
non-standard qualifications. Students who wish to study 
Computing and Information Systems take two courses, 
CO1108 and CO1109, and students who wish to study 
Creative Computing take CO1109 and CO1112. 

Individual courses up to 2 1–2 years

You can apply to take individual courses if you wish to 
enhance your skills or professional knowledge, 
demonstrate your ability in a specific area, or study certain 
subjects you have an interest in.

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
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Computing and 
Information Systems
You’ll gain a wide appreciation of the 
subject, rather than just an understanding 
of existing commercial approaches and 
limited software languages and packages. 
You will learn to adapt and evolve to keep 
ahead in the fast-changing world of 
computing.

The programme is designed to equip you 
with a wide range of knowledge and 
skills to meet the current demands of the 
industry and thus increase your career 
prospects. The degree is a well-established 
route to postgraduate study.

The range of skills you will  
develop includes:

•  Knowledge of computation and 
computation machinery

• Core programming skills

• Systems analysis and design

• Software engineering

• Software project management

•  Competence in databases, artificial 
intelligence, interaction design, 
e-commerce solutions, computer 
security, data compression and 
information systems management.

Careers
Some of our graduates go on to study at 
top institutions, but most secure 
graduate posts in order to establish their 
careers. These include: 

•  Systems analyst: You’ll have a high 
level of technical expertise along with 
the ability to understand information 
systems within an organisation. You will 
be able to analyse system requirements 
and design, build, modify, adapt and 
test IT systems that meet changing 
business needs.

•  Security consultant: You’ll be skilled  
in the area of computer networking,  
and have a deep understanding of 
cryptography and the risks and issues 
surrounding data security. You will be 
able to analyse data breaches using 
forensic methods, and improve and 
protect corporate systems. 

•  Networking engineer: You will have  
a high level of understanding of 
networking infrastructure and be able 
to design, implement and support the 
networks vital to corporate activity 
across the world. 

•  Technical architect: You will be a fluent 
programmer, in touch with the latest 
developments in software and 
technology. You will be able to assimilate 
new techniques quickly and incorporate 
them into your designs for powerful 
information systems.

BSc Computing and 
Information Systems

“ The student 
life experience 
was holistic and 
engaging, which 
provided me the 
opportunity to 
socialise with 
people of the 
same interests. It 
was easy to focus 
during the course 
of study and I have 
to credit the staff 
for making the 
journey seamless 
and motivated.”

  Ang Wee Kian 
BSc Computing and Information 
Systems, Singapore 

Ang Wee Kian received study 
support from SIM GE in 
Singapore and works for BHP 
Billiton as a Market Analyst in 
Global Energy.
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Programme overview
The BSc:

•  Helps you develop the ability to analyse and develop systems 
that can grow to meet changing needs in enterprise 
environments and other organisations.

•  Helps you develop a portfolio of practical demonstrations of 
your work, through coursework and a substantial project.

•  Provides a progression route to a variety of higher degrees in 
the computing and information systems sectors.

•  Allows Accreditation of Prior Learning for previously studied 
material, where applicable.

•  Has a flexible study period of between three and eight years.

•  Costs approximately £5,500 in University fees at current fee 
levels for students who pass each course at the first attempt. 

•  Is examined according to the same standards as College-
based students studying at Goldsmiths, with students sitting 
the same examinations where feasible.

•  Permits admission to Goldsmiths’ Year 2 on successful 
completion of Level 4 (or the corresponding Certificate) or 
Year 3 on successful completion of Levels 4 and 5, with an 
assured place on early application.

BSc structure

The degree consists of 12 courses including the project

Level 4

Four compulsory courses:

CO1102  Mathematics for computing

CO1108  Information systems: foundations of e-business

CO1109  Introduction to Java and object-
oriented programming

CO1110  Introduction to computing and the Internet

Level 5

Four compulsory courses:

CO2209  Database systems

CO2220  Graphical object-oriented and 
Internet programming in Java

CO2222  Data communications and enterprise networking

CO2226  Software engineering, algorithm design and analysis

Level 6

Six half courses chosen from the following:

CO3310  Artificial intelligence

CO3311  Neural networks

CO3318  Information systems management

CO3323  Electronic commerce

CO3325  Data compression

CO3326  Computer security

CO3348  Interaction design

CO3353  Software engineering project management

CO3354  Introduction to Natural Language Processing

CO3355  Advanced graphics and animation

PLUS a compulsory project

CO3320  Project (full course)

Additional information

The Programme Regulations contain full details on 
the rules that govern the choice of any course.

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
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BSc Creative Computing

“ I found the idea of 
combining the 
study of science 
and art fascinating. 
One of the areas I 
enjoyed the most 
was the application 
of artificial 
intelligence to 
music composition 
and analysis.”

  Denis de Montigny, 
Creative Computing, 
Luxembourg

Creative Computing
This programme is unique as it gives 
undergraduate students skills in 
designing creative applications as well as 
using them, in the visual, audio and 
multimedia domains. It will enable you to 
express your own creativity and give you 
the knowledge, confidence and ability to 
act as a creative professional in the 
computing, media, music and arts 
industries. The degree also gives access 
to postgraduate study.

The range of skills you will  
develop includes:

•  Programming to support creative uses 
of audio and video 

• Digital media processing

•  Creative practices and methodologies 
in a technology context 

•  Competences in advanced graphics 
and animation, databases, artificial 
intelligence and interaction design.

Careers
Here are some examples of the kind of 
employment that will be open to you: 

•  Games developer: You’ll be skilled in 
programming and animation for games 
and other creative apps, across 
platforms ranging from mobile devices 
through to desktop computers. The 
games development industry is 
fast-growing, resulting in a shortfall of 
suitably qualified graduates.

•  3D Graphics programmer: Your 
advanced programming skills, and 
knowledge of mathematics and 3D 
graphics and animation combine to 
provide key skills for this increasingly 
important role.

•  Web developer: You will design and 
code web pages and implement the 
backend technical systems that 
underpin them. You may build bespoke 
solutions or support a global 
e-commerce platform, or work on the 
latest technologies in the sharing 
economy.

•  Multimedia programmer: Your 
programming and creative skills will 
enable you to build new forms of digital 
and interactive media and online 
services. You will develop creative 
features, such as 2D/3D models, 
animation, music and video for 
innovative multimedia products.
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Programme overview
The BSc:

•  Is unique as a flexible learning programme as it provides you 
with the skills to design computer applications in the creative 
industries. 

•  Provides a progression route to a variety of higher degrees in 
the creative technology sector.

•  Allows Accreditation of Prior Learning for previously studied 
material, where applicable.

•  Has a flexible study period of between three and eight years.

•  Helps you develop a portfolio of creative artefacts, through 
coursework and a substantial project.

•  Costs approximately £5,500 in University fees at current fee 
levels for students who pass each course at the first attempt.

•  Is examined according to the same standards as College-
based students studying at Goldsmiths, with students sitting 
the same examinations where feasible.

•  Permits admission to Goldsmiths’ Year 2 on successful 
completion of Level 4 (or the corresponding Certificate) or 
Year 3 on successful completion of Levels 4 and 5, with an 
assured place on early application.

BSc structure

The degree consists of 12 courses including the project

Level 4

Four compulsory courses:

CO1102  Mathematics for computing

CO1109  Introduction to Java and object-
oriented programming

CO1110  Introduction to computing and the Internet

CO1112  Creative computing I: image, sound, motion

Level 5

Four compulsory courses:

CO2209  Database systems

CO2220  Graphical object-oriented and 
Internet programming in Java

CO2226  Software engineering, algorithm design and analysis

CO2227  Creative computing II: interactive multimedia 

Level 6

Three compulsory half courses:

CO3346  Sound and music

CO3348  Interaction design

CO3355  Advanced graphics and animation

Plus three half courses chosen from the following:

CO3310  Artificial intelligence

CO3311  Neural networks

CO3318  Information systems management

CO3323  Electronic commerce

CO3325  Data compression

CO3326  Computer security

CO3353  Software engineering project management

CO3354  Introduction to Natural Language Processing

PLUS a compulsory project

CO3320  Project (full course)

Additional information

The Programme Regulations contain full details on 
the rules that govern the choice of any course.

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
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Case study: 
The Painting Fool

Cutting-edge research
Goldsmiths has a tradition of cutting-edge 
research in Computer Science, particularly 
in fields such as Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
Professor Simon Colton leads our 
Computational Creativity Group, one of 
the world’s most prominent AI research 
groups specialising in computational 
modelling of creative processes. 

The group is involved in a number of 
projects to bring greater formalism to the 
study of creativity in software, and is 
well-known for applications in domains 
including pure mathematics, graphic 

Undergraduate study in Computing12

design, creative language, video game 
design and the visual arts. Investigating 
what it means for software to be truly, 
independently, creative, the group is 
building software that is autonomously 
creative, as well as software that will act 
as a creative collaborator with scientists, 
designers, artists and engineers.

A well-known example of their work is 
The Painting Fool, software that aims to 
be taken seriously as a creative artist. The 
Painting Fool produced the ‘Dancing 
Salesman’ (shown below) for an 
exhibition in Paris, 2011. The name of the 
piece reflects a classic computer science 
problem where a Travelling Salesman has 

to plan the most efficient route to visit a 
number of cities, starting and ending at 
the same point. 

The Painting Fool produced these dynamic 
pieces generating each figure with a 
context-free design grammar, with swoops 
representing large distances. The output 
demonstrates that fully-automatically 
produced pieces can be representational, 
rather than just abstract, without the 
benefit of photographic input.

To find out more, please visit:  
• ccg.doc.gold.ac.uk  
• thepaintingfool.com

http://ccg.doc.gold.ac.uk
http://thepaintingfool.com
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Certificates of Higher 
Education

An entry route to 
degree study
The Certificate of Higher Education in 
Computing and Information Systems and 
the Certificate of Higher Education in 
Creative Computing offered by Goldsmiths 
are qualifications in their own right that 
also provide an alternative entry route to 
the degrees. 

They may be studied on a full- or 
part-time basis, but only if you have 
applied, registered through and are 
studying at an institution that has been 
granted Certificate Teaching Status (see 
page 19). Applications for the CertHE can 
only be submitted via a recognised 
institution. Full details about the CertHE, 
including entrance criteria, syllabuses and 
application forms should be obtained 
from the teaching institution at which 
you intend to enrol.   

Once you have successfully completed 
the Certificate in Computing and 
Information Systems or Creative 
Computing, you may transfer directly to 
Level 5 of the corresponding BSc. Like 
Goldsmiths, a number of other British 
universities also recognise the Certificates 
as a possible entry route into the second 
year of a degree programme as an 
internal student.

These qualifications are for you  
if you:
•  Have the ability, motivation and maturity 

to study at degree level, but do not 
have the qualifications usually required 
to enter a degree level programme.

•  Have the necessary qualifications  
to embark on a degree programme,  
but prefer a programme with more 
teaching support.

•  Are interested in the subject, but  
wish to study for a shorter time than  
for a full degree.

The Certificates
•  The Certificates can be completed in a 

minimum of one year and a maximum 
of four years.

•  You receive the same study materials, 
have access to the same online facilities, 
and take the same examinations as 
students taking the courses as part of 
their degree programme.

Please note: 
•  It is not possible to study the 

Certificates independently. 

•  You must meet the attendance 
requirements at your institution in  
order to be able to sit your exams.

CertHE in Computing and 
Information Systems

Four compulsory courses

CO1102  Mathematics for computing

CO1108  Information systems: 
foundations of e-business

CO1109  Introduction to Java 
and object-oriented 
programming

CO1110  Introduction to computing 
and the Internet

Plus

All students are required to take 
study skills classes assessed by 
the teaching institution.

CertHE in Creative Computing

Four compulsory courses

CO1102  Mathematics for computing

CO1109  Introduction to Java 
and object-oriented 
programming

CO1110  Introduction to computing 
and the Internet

CO1112  Creative computing I: 
image, sound, motion

Plus

All students are required to take 
study skills classes assessed by 
the teaching institution.

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp


An alternative 
entry route
The Work Experience Entry Route provides 
an alternative entry route to the BSc 
degrees, making them accessible to a 
wider range of students. You take two 
courses and once successfully completed 
you may move directly on to the BSc. This 
option is intended for applicants who do 
not have the necessary academic 
qualifications but have relevant work 
experience and are normally at least 21 
years old.

The minimum time taken to complete a 
degree if the Work Experience Entry 
Route is followed is four years. The entry 
requirements are given on page 24.

Undergraduate study in Computing14

Work Experience  
Entry Route

Work Experience Entry Route

Computing and Information Systems

Two compulsory courses

CO1108  Information systems: 
foundations of e-business

CO1109  Introduction to Java 
and object-oriented 
programming

Creative Computing

Two compulsory courses

CO1109  Introduction to Java 
and object-oriented 
programming

CO1112  Creative computing I: 
image, sound, motion

Features of the 
Work Experience 
Entry Route:
•  You can transfer your registration to  

the respective BSc with credit for the 
courses you have passed.

•  You will then complete the other Level 
4 courses that form part of the degree, 
together with up to two Level 5 courses.

•  The Work Experience Entry Route is 
examined to the same standard as  
the Level 4 courses of the degree.

•  You do not need to study at a  
teaching institution.
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Individual courses

Career and personal 
development study
As long as you satisfy the entry 
requirements, you can take an individual 
course without registering for a certificate 
or degree programme. When you register 
you will receive a certificate of registration. 
If you pass the examination you will 
receive a certificate of achievement.

Are individual 
courses for me?
You can take up to two individual courses 
from the computing programmes to 
enhance your skills or professional 
knowledge, to satisfy the accreditation 
requirements of a university or professional 
body, or simply to study certain subjects 
in which you are interested.

What support 
will I receive?
You receive the same study materials, 
have access to the same online facilities, 
and take the same examinations as 
students taking the courses as part of 
their certificate or degree programme.

Progression and credit
If, after completing an individual course, 
you apply and are admitted to register for 
a BSc degree or Certificate, you can obtain 
credit for the individual course(s) you 
have taken, provided you apply within 
three years of completing the individual 
course(s). Further information is given in 
the current Programme Regulations.

Individual courses available:

CO1102  Mathematics for computing

CO1108  Information systems: 
foundations of e-business

CO1109  Introduction to Java 
and object-oriented 
programming

CO1110  Introduction to computing 
and the Internet

CO1112  Creative computing I: 
image, sound, motion

Additional information

Individual course entrance 
requirements are normally the same 
as for the degrees, except for CO1108, 
where the Mathematics requirement 
is GCSE/GCE O level grade C or 
equivalent. The requirements are listed 
in the Programme Regulations.

Atau Tanaka
Department of Computing, 
Goldsmiths

‘Humans are highly expressive 
beings. We communicate 
verbally but the body is also a 
major outlet for both conscious 
and unconscious expression. In 
this quest for expression we’ve 
created art, music and 
technology.’

The Department of Computing has 
recently been awarded more than 
£1.6m to lead an international team 
in accelerating the development of 
advanced gaming and music 
technology that adapts to human 
body language, expression and 
feelings. To find out more, please 
visit: eavi.goldsmithsdigital.com/
projects/rapid-mix/

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
http://eavi.goldsmithsdigital.com/projects/rapid-mix/
http://eavi.goldsmithsdigital.com/projects/rapid-mix/
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Case study: 
Sign language glove

A ‘smart glove’ 
that translates sign 
language from hand 
gestures to visual 
text on a screen and 
audible speech
Saudi designer and media artist Hadeel 
Ayoub, created the wireless Sign 
Language Glove during her MA in 
Computational Arts from the 
Department of Computing. Inspired by 
the problems experienced by a family 
member with speech difficulties, she 
came to Goldsmiths with the aim  
of enhancing communication between 
people with different abilities. 

The glove contains five flex sensors 
corresponding to the fingers and 
thumb. The glove detects bends and 
curvatures and reports these as values 

to a serial monitor, while an 
accelerometer detects the orientation 
of the hand. These sensors 
communicate with Hadeel’s Sign 
Language Glove programme, to identify 
the output values of the sensors and 
determine which letters to display on a 
screen, and a text-to speech chip 
provides audible output. 

Hadeel is passionate about the impact  
of learning computing, ‘Once you 
know how to write code you can make 
a computer do whatever you want it 
[to] do … and this is the future.’ A 
degree at Goldsmiths has been 
instrumental in that process, ‘at 
Goldsmiths they allow you to take your 
project in your own direction, it’s 
another world.’

For more information, please visit: 
• Hadeel’s blog: brightsignglove.com 
•  Department of Computing:  

doc.gold.ac.uk

http://brightsignglove.com
http://doc.gold.ac.uk


How you study
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about examinations, University contacts 
and important dates. 

•  Subject guides for each course studied. 
These guides introduce you to topics 
within the syllabus and should be used 
alongside the books that are 
recommended to you in the guides.  
The books – some of which you will 
need to buy – will be the real focus for 
your studies, but the guides will show 
you how to use them in an organised 
and productive manner. 

•  Additional electronic resources are 
provided on the Computing Virtual 
Learning Environment (VLE).

•  Past examination papers and  
Examiners’ commentaries. These  
are also provided on the VLE.

You submit 
coursework as part 
of your assessment 
For the majority of courses you complete 
coursework, which gives you experience 
of answering questions and solving 
problems. Coursework assessment has 
the additional benefit of spreading the 
time commitment and encouraging you 
to engage with your studies throughout 
the academic year. 

We have found that this approach 
significantly increases students’ success 
rate. Coursework is submitted between 
January and April before the examination 
session begins. 

You are examined to 
our high standards
Your work will be assessed by a 
combination of unseen written papers 
and coursework. These are prepared and 
managed by Goldsmiths’ academics to 
ensure your work is assessed to the same 
standard as campus-based students of 
the University. Examinations are held in 
May/June at local centres in over 180 
different countries, as well as in London.

You choose the 
approach that 
suits you best
Our programmes offer you a flexible  
way of obtaining a prestigious 
qualification at a reasonable cost. You can 
choose to study independently, working 
completely on your own, or many 
students enrol with a local institution 
either full-time or part-time, and gain the 
additional benefits of face-to-face 
academic support and interaction with 
fellow students. 

Students taking the Certificates in 
Computing and Information Systems  
or Creative Computing must attend  
a Certificate-teaching institution. We 
strongly advise BSc students and those  
on the Work Experience Entry Route, 
where feasible, to seek tuition from  
one of the recognised institutions listed 
on page 19. Please note that teaching 
support is not available from the 
University of London.

You are expected to 
commit time and 
energy to your studies
Independent study demands that you are 
motivated, well-organised and focused.  
If you intend to obtain your degree in the 
minimum study period you should be 
prepared to allocate at least 300 hours of 
study to each full course.

If you are working full-time, we 
recommend you take a maximum of  
two full courses per year.

Study materials
Your study materials are specially 
produced by University of London 
academics for self-directed learning.  
They include:

•  The Student guide to the International 
Programmes and the Programme 
handbook, containing information 

“ I will never stop 
suggesting and 
sponsoring the 
University of London 
and Goldsmiths 
College to fellows 
and friends because 
I learned a lot during 
these five years – 
more than what I 
learned while 
working full-time  
in several IT 
companies.”

  Luigi Belli 
Computing and Information 
Systems, Italy

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp


The Student Portal

understanding of emerging trends around 
the world. In addition to providing 
downloadable versions of all printed 
materials that you will receive from the 
University of London, the VLE includes a 
growing range of additional resources:

•  additional support materials covering 
topics such as Refresher Mathematics, 
Study and Research Skills, Careers, etc.

•  links to software downloads

•  interactive resources for some courses

•  archive of past exam papers, 
coursework assignments, and 
Examiners’ commentaries

•  examples of outstanding student work

•  Turnitin plagiarism checker 

•  student course discussion boards

•  Student Café forums

•  regular news and Twitter feeds

•  interim grade feedback on coursework 
assignments.

You are required to confirm on your 
application form that you have access to 
the internet so that you are able to make 
use of resources which are only available 
online. As soon as you have registered  
we will send you a University of London 
username and password which will allow 
you to log in to the Student Portal. Once 
logged in, you can also access your 
University of London email account. All of 
the online resources available to students 
can be accessed via the Portal.

The Computing Virtual 
Learning Environment
The VLE forms an important part of your 
study experience and you are required to 
log in regularly to engage fully with your 
programme. It is compatible with mobile 
devices allowing you to connect when 
and where you want and by interacting 
with your fellow students, VLE tutors and 
Programme Team, you will become part 
of the worldwide community with whom 
you will be studying. This global network 
will help your studies and extend your 
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The Online Library
The Online Library provides access to a 
range of databases, many of which 
contain full-text eJournals and eBooks.

For many students, using an Online 
Library and reading journal articles are 
new skills. We provide support and 
guidance on the best way to approach 
journal resources; and a range of 
materials designed to improve your 
reading and information literacy skills is 
available. A dedicated helpdesk is 
available if you have any difficulties in 
finding what you need. Visit:  
external.shl.lon.ac.uk/index.asp

Library support 

Senate House Library 
Registered students are entitled to use 
Senate House Library. The Library charges 
for this service. See: ull.ac.uk

http://www.external.shl.lon.ac.uk/index.asp
http://ull.ac.uk
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Additional educational 
support

Seychelles
University of Seychelles*
Registered Centre –  
Certificate Teaching Status
unisey.ac.sc 

Trinidad and Tobago
School of Business and Computer 
Science (Champs Fleurs)*
Affiliate Centre –  
Certificate Teaching Status
sbcs.edu.tt 

Student choice
Many students choose to pay for  
teaching support at a local independent 
institution in order to benefit from 
face-to-face interaction with academics 
and other students. We have created a 
network of institutions that offer study 
support to International Programmes 
students within our Teaching Institutions 
Recognition Framework, so that you can 
rely on the standards of the teaching, 
support and administration that you  
will receive.

These institutions are known as recognised 
centres and are awarded either Affiliate 
Centre or Registered Centre status. 
Recognised Centre status applies to 
specific programmes on certain campuses. 
These Centres have demonstrated a 
long-term commitment to quality of 
teaching, support and administration. 

The fact that an institution has been 
awarded this status should act as a guide 
to students looking for additional support 
within their own country. However, we 
cannot advise you on which institution is 
best for you. Ultimately, you must choose 
an institution that meets your own needs.

The Certificates may be studied either 
full-time or part-time. Students must have 
registered through, and be studying at, a 
teaching institution that has been 
recognised for teaching these Certificates.

In the following list, institutions that are 
recognised for teaching the Certificates 
are marked (*).

For details about recognised centres, 
please visit: apps.londoninternational.
ac.uk/onlinesearch/institutions

Hong Kong SAR
HKU School of Professional and  
Continuing Education (HKU SPACE)
Affiliate Centre
hkuspace.hku.hk

Malta
St Martin’s Institute of  
Higher Education*
Affiliate Centre –  
Certificate Teaching Status
stmartins.edu 

Singapore
Singapore Institute of  
Management Pte Ltd
Affiliate Centre
simge.edu.sg

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
http://unisey.ac.sc
http://sbcs.edu.tt
http://apps.londoninternational.ac.uk/onlinesearch/institutions
http://apps.londoninternational.ac.uk/onlinesearch/institutions
http://hkuspace.hku.hk
http://stmartins.edu
http://simge.edu.sg


Computing and 
Information Systems 
For Level 5 courses, access to a suitable 
network is very important for full learning 
benefit. Without such access, you can still 
complete the degree, but you will not 
have the same study experience as a 
student with this access. The highest level 
of access you will require for effective 
study will be as a (temporary) network 
manager so that you can experiment 
with configuration. In particular, lack of 
appropriate network access will affect 
your ability to study CO2222 in the most 
effective way possible.

Other machines, apart from those that 
are PC compatible, are acceptable 
provided they run equivalent software.

Computers
Recommended minimum configuration:

•  processor (2GHz)

•  hard drive (10GB free)

•  RAM (2GB)

•  screen resolution  
(minimum 1024 x 768 colour)

•  network adapter (Ethernet, Fast 
Ethernet, Gigabit Ethernet)

•  soundcard (stereo).

Regular internet access
All students must have regular access to a 
computer and the internet. You will need 
this for accessing the Portal or resources 
from the Online Library, downloading 
course materials from the VLE, and taking 
part in discussion boards.

You will also need suitable hardware 
capacity on your computer for document 
storage as well as basic software such as  
a PDF reader.

We recommend that you use an up-to-
date version of Internet Explorer, Firefox 
or Chrome and that your screen 
resolution is 1024 x 768 or greater. 
JavaScript and cookies must be enabled to 
access particular online services such as 
the Student Portal.

Software
You are advised to make use of common 
operating systems and software, as follows:

•  Windows™, Linux or Mac.

•  Word processor, spreadsheet and 
database. No applications are 
recommended specifically, but under 
Windows™, an integrated package such 
as Microsoft Office is sufficient, while 
under Linux, OpenOffice is adequate.

•  The Java SE Development Kit (JDK) 
version 6 or higher, available for free 
from oracle.com

•  For Level 6, additional software  
is required for some courses. 
This information is given under  
the course outlines.
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Computer requirements

“ I would strongly 
recommend the 
University of London 
International 
Programmes. It 
really does equip 
you with the tools 
necessary to go out 
into the world and 
make a difference.”

  Davidson Edwards 
BSc Computing and Information 
Systems, Caribbean

http://oracle.com
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Course outlines

CO2220 Graphical object-oriented 
and Internet programming in Java

This course will give students an insight 
into the object-oriented approach to the 
design and implementation of software 
systems. The course also considers 
specific features of the programming 
language Java; in particular, graphical 
interfaces and event driven applications. 
The second part of the course is intended 
to give students the necessary 
background to understand the technical 
software aspects of how computers 
communicate across the internet. 
Students will be introduced to the 
underlying principles of client-server 
computing systems and will gain the 
required conceptual understanding, 
knowledge and skills to enable them to 
produce simple web-based computing 
systems in Java.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

CO2222 Data communications 
and enterprise networking 

An introduction to data communications 
and computer networks with different 
types of networks, their associated 
technology, protocols and standards.  
An introduction to the use of enterprise 
networks in meeting business 
requirements and in the design and 
management of these networks.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

CO2226 Software engineering, 
algorithm design and analysis

This course provides an introduction to 
software engineering, algorithm design 
and analysis. The main topics include: 
software design in UML: use cases, class 
modelling, objects and links, aggregations 
and dependencies, activity diagrams, state- 
charts; principles of good software design, 
software development life-cycle, the role 
of design and modelling in software 
development; software verification and 
validation; project management and 
planning; case studies and software 
horror stories. Abstract data types, design 
patterns, algorithmic issues, complexity 

Stage 1 (Level 4  courses)
CO1102 Mathematics for computing

Number systems; sets and subsets; set 
algebra; symbolic logic and logic gates; 
sequences; summations; elementary 
counting principles; probability; relations 
and functions; matrix algebra; systems  
of linear equations; introduction to the 
theory of graphs and digraphs.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper.

CO1108 Information systems: 
foundations of e-business 

The challenge of applying IT successfully; 
basic concepts for understanding systems 
commerce; business processes; information 
and databases; communication, decision 
making, and different types of information 
systems; product, customer and 
competitive advantage; human and ethical 
issues; computer hardware; software, 
programming and artificial intelligence; 
networks and telecommunications; 
information systems planning; building and 
maintaining information systems; 
information system security and control; 
the future of information systems; 
customer relationship management.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

CO1109 Introduction to Java and 
object-oriented programming 

Basic types and expressions; assignment 
statements; loops and conditionals (simple 
and nested); handling simple I/O; objects 
and classes; methods with and without 
parameters; inheritance; constructor 
methods (and the use of `new’); method 
overloading; method overriding; arrays and 
simple sorting; basic file handling; try and 
catch (simple exception handling); 
implementing simple graphical user 
interfaces; incorporating applets in a web 
page; simple built-in dynamic structures 
– vectors; types versus classes; scope of 
variables; code layout and documentation.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

CO1110 Introduction to 
computing and the Internet 

Basic computing and communication skills. 
Fundamentals of computing – hardware, 
software, architecture, operating systems. 
Data storage, representation and 
transmission. Fundamentals of networking 
and the internet/www: technology, 
protocols, standards and applications. 
Professional, legal and social issues 
relating to the internet and www.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

CO1112 Creative computing I: 
image, sound, motion

The Bauhaus; history of mathematics and 
computing in creativity; multimedia; point, 
line, plane; trigonometry 1; animation 1; 
bits and pixels; motion 2; perspective, 
projections and affine transformations; 
open GL; genetic programming; 
simulation; filters and special effects.

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

Stage 2 (Level 5 courses)
CO2209 Database systems

Introduction to database systems 
(motivation for database systems, storage 
systems, architecture, facilities, applications). 
Database modelling (basic concepts, E-R 
modelling, Schema derivation). The 
relational model and algebra, SQL 
(definitions, manipulations, access centre, 
embedding). Physical design (estimation 
of workload and access time, logical I/Os, 
distribution). Modern database systems 
(extended relational, object-oriented). 
Advanced database systems (active, 
deductive, parallel, distributed, 
federated). DB functionality and services 
(files, structures and access methods, 
transactions and concurrency control, 
reliability, query processing).

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
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Course outlines

theory, the application and implementation 
of common data structures in Java. 

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

CO2227 Creative computing II: 
interactive multimedia

Signals and systems; perception; audio 
and image signal processing (including 
convolution, filters, the Fast Fourier 
Transform); image techniques (such as 
texture mapping, transparency, blending); 
advanced computer graphics for scene 
description and rendering; animation 
(techniques and concepts); user interface 
issues (such as advanced mouse control, 
keyboard control, text input/output); 
creative development; visual literacy; 
multimedia manipulation; action scripting. 

Assessment: One three-hour unseen 
written paper and coursework.

Stage 3 (Level 6 courses)
CO3310 Artificial intelligence

Knowledge representation, propositional 
and predicate calculus; problem solving: 
state-space search; breadth-first and depth- 
first search; planning; natural language; 
expert systems; philosophy of AI; Prolog. 
Additional software requirements: Prolog 
is needed. Can be SWI-prolog from 
swi-prolog.org/Download.html

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3311 Neural networks 

The artificial neuron; network architecture; 
perceptrons. Single layer networks; 
supervised training in batch and individual 
mode. Multilayer feedforward networks; 
backpropagation; momentum. 
Counterpropagation networks; 
unsupervised training; initialisation of 
weights. Statistical methods; Boltzmann 
training. Feedback networks; Hopfield 
nets; energy; training. Applications. 
Additional software requirements: 
recommended that some neural nets 
software is obtained (eg MATLAB).

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3318 Information 
systems management

An introduction to the various facets of 
information systems management to  
help students understand the 
importance of non-technical issues. The 
importance of close integration between 
business and IS planning will be stressed. 
The topics include: information security 
and safety critical systems; data protection 
legislation; Computer Misuse Act and 
other relevant legislation. Ethical and 
professional issues. Strategic planning of 
IS; evaluation of IS investments.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3323 Electronic commerce

This course is designed to familiarise 
students with current and emerging 
electronic commerce technologies using 
the internet. Subject areas will include 
internet technology for business 
advantage; web-based tools for 
electronic commerce; electronic 
payment systems; strategies for 
marketing; sales and promotion; internet 
security; international, legal, ethical and 
tax issues.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3325 Data compression

Minimum redundancy coding; data 
compression and information theory; 
adaptive Huffman coding; arithmetic 
coding; statistical modelling; dictionary-
based compression; sliding window 
compression; LZ278 compression; speech 
compression; graphics compression; 
fractual image compression.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3326 Computer security

Passwords; access controls; symmetric and 
asymmetric encryption; confidentiality; 
authentication; integrity; nonrepudiation; 
availability; hash functions. Security for 
electronic mail, IP, web databases, 
distributed systems. Standards.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

Tanya Chetcuti
BSc Computing and Information 
Systems graduate, Malta

‘When you work full time while 
studying, you need to sacrifice 
personal time, which meant 
that I took my studies seriously. 
My ambition was to not only 
complete my degree successfully 
but to make the best out of the 
time spent studying. I gained a 
First Class degree and also the 
prize for Best Overall 
Achievement. The achievement 
was a priceless sensation.’

Tanya studied part time with  
St Martin’s Institute of Higher 
Education in Malta. Upon graduating 
she gained a highly sought-after IT  
job at the European Commission.

swi-prolog.org/Download.html
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is necessary). It focuses on selection of 
tools and methodologies for specific 
purposes, and explores a variety of 
contexts, ranging from embedded 
systems, to the inherently parallel 
distributed environments of cloud 
computing to the multidisciplinary 
design of advanced interactive and 
web-based technologies.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3354 Introduction to Natural 
Language Processing

This course combines a critical 
introduction to key topics in theoretical 
linguistics with hands-on practical 
experience of developing applications to 
process texts and access linguistic 
resources. The main topics covered are 
accessing text corpora and lexical 
resources; processing raw text; 
categorising and tagging; extracting 
information from text; analysing sentence 
structure.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3355 Advanced graphics 
and animation

This course will cover major 
contemporary graphics and animation 
techniques. Students will be given the 
mathematical foundations of the subject 
as well as other theoretical foundations 
such as perceptual theories. These 

theoretical aspects will be taught in the 
context of their practical use. Students 
will be introduced to some industry 
standard graphics software tools so that 
they are familiar with how they work, but 
the main focus will be on programming 
the graphical software.  
The material covered in the course will  
be chosen so as to reflect the research 
carried out at Goldsmiths. The course will 
cover advanced 2D and particularly 3D 
techniques, covering a range of topics 
such as 3D modelling and texturing; 
rendering; lighting; animation; hardware 
acceleration in graphics; applications 
areas such as recreating historical 
environments. Students will be expected 
to implement basic graphics software.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3320 Project

Each student is required to undertake an 
individual project which can be expected 
to take up at least 300 hours of a 
student’s time. Internet access is required 
to widen the scope of information 
sources and aid in obtaining some 
free- and share-ware.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper, one preliminary 
report and one final report. 

CO3346 Sound and music

Sound synthesis and manipulation; 
computer systems and models in music; 
multimedia and music information 
retrieval; computer music creativity 
(machine-led, human-led and machine/
human interaction).

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3348 Interaction design

This course examines the notion of 
‘interaction with technology’ with a focus 
on the design concepts of modern user 
experience design and production. It 
begins with a grounding in the 
specification, design, prototyping and 
evaluation of advanced interactive 
systems, with an introduction to human–
computer interaction (HCI) and a short 
history of the field. An overview of design 
approaches follows. Human/user 
attributes and requirements, and 
interaction paradigms looks at the 
human in HCI and available types of 
interaction. Usability requirements/
usability engineering are discussed in the 
context of a number of specific design 
approaches and techniques, requirements 
and issues. Design guidelines and 
standards, accessibility requirements, and 
issues involved in designing for specific 
populations (globalisation and 
internationalism) follows. Finally, 
information on current interaction design 
questions and approaches for new and 
emerging technologies and paradigms 
provides an exposition of real-world 
applications and sectors where interaction 
design is relevant.

Assessment: One two-hour 15 minute 
unseen written paper and coursework.

CO3353 Software engineering 
project management

The course examines software process 
and engineering concepts such as the 
software lifecycle, object oriented 
programming, design for re-use and user-
centred design, together with 
contemporary approaches such as Agile 
methods of software and project 
management (for which a grounding in 
traditional development methodologies  

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
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Entrance requirements

Work Experience 
Entry Route
To be eligible for the Work Experience 
Entry Route you must:

•  normally* be aged 21 years or older 
before 1 September in the year you first 
register with the University and

•  have passed a minimum of four 
separate subjects at GCSE/GCE O level 
(at not less than grade C) including 
Mathematics or the equivalent (for 
equivalents please see: 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
applications-admissions/am-i-
qualified) and 

•  provide proof of competence in English 
which is acceptable to the University.  
A test of proficiency may be required 
(please see: bit.ly/proficiency-english) 
and 

•  have at least two years relevant  
work experience (i.e. with computing  
or IT elements either from a job in a 
computing-oriented company or  
a job in computing or IT).

*  Applications will be considered from 
applicants who do not meet the normal 
minimum age requirement for 
admission. Each application will be 
considered on an individual basis, and 
the decision taken at the discretion of 
the University of London.

General entrance 
requirements
Either passes in:

•  two subjects at GCE A level, plus at least 
three further subjects at GCSE/GCE O 
level (at not less than grade C or a ‘pass’ 
if taken prior to 1975) or

•  three subjects at GCE A level (with one 
A level at not less than grade D) or

•  three subjects at GCE A level, plus one 
further subject at GCSE/GCE O level (at 
not less than grade C) or

•  two subjects at GCE A level, plus two 
further subjects at GCE AS level.

Please note:

•  The same subject may only be  
offered once and at one level.

•  For General Entrance we accept 
qualifications from around the world, 
further details can be found at: 
londoninternational.ac.uk/ 
am-i-qualified

Programme 
requirement for 
the degree
A level of competence at least equivalent 
to a pass at GCE AS level in a mathematical 
subject or a UK GCSE/GCE O level in 
mathematics at no less than grade B. 

The University will consider qualifications 
of a comparable standard to GCE AS and 
GCSE/GCE O levels. The decision on 
comparable qualifications is taken at the 
discretion of the University.

For equivalents please see: 
londoninternational.ac.uk//am-i-qualified

BSc degrees
To be eligible for the degree, you must:

•  normally* be at least 17 years old and

•  meet the General Entrance 
Requirements and

•  meet the programme requirements 
and

•  provide proof of competence in  
English which is acceptable to the 
University. A test of proficiency may  
be required. Please see:  
bit.ly/proficiency-english

CertHEs
To be eligible for the Certificate you must:

•  normally* be aged 17 years or older 
before 1 September in the year you first 
register with the University and 

•  have passed the equivalent of at least 
three separate subjects at UK GCSE/GCE 
O level (at not less than grade C) plus 
Mathematics at grade B. Students who 
do not have UK GCSE/GCE O level 
Mathematics at grade B may meet  
the Mathematics entry requirements 
taking and passing a presessional 
Mathematics course at the institution 
offering CertHE and

•  provide proof of competence in  
English which is acceptable to the 
University. A test of proficiency may  
be required (please see:  
bit.ly/proficiency-english) and 

•  have been admitted to a full- or 
part-time course of instruction at an 
institution that has been granted 
Certificate Teaching Status (see page 19).

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/am-i-qualified
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/am-i-qualified
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/am-i-qualified
http://bit.ly/proficiency-english
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/am-i-qualified
http://bit.ly/proficiency-english
londoninternational.ac.uk/am-i-qualified
bit.ly/proficiency-english
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Application and  
registration process

Stage 4
Complete the online registration. We 
explain how to do this in the Offer Letter.

Stage 5
Start your studies. Once you register you 
will be given access to the VLE. We will 
also send you study materials to your 
correspondence address.  

Hong Kong
Applicants living in Hong Kong or 
Singapore can apply directly through:

The University of Hong Kong 
School of Professional and 
Continuing Education (HKU SPACE) 
University of London 
International Programmes 
Admissions Unit 
3/F, Admiralty Centre 
18 Harcourt Road 
Hong Kong

Useful information 
for applicants 
Submit your application even if you  
are waiting to sit an examination or to 
receive examination results. We can  
begin to process your application 
without all the evidence, although we 
will not be able to give you a final 
decision until all the necessary 
documentation has been received.

If you are unsure about whether or not 
you meet our entrance requirements  
we might be able to advise you on this  
before you submit your online 
application. However, due to our increase 
in workload we are unable to provide this 
advice between 1 September and 30 
October of each year.

Applications are valid for three years. 

Getting started
You must apply online at: 
londoninternational.ac.uk/ 
courses/search 

If you intend to study at an institution  
you are advised to contact them before 
submitting your application. 

Please read the ‘Guidance Notes for 
Applications’ before you complete  
your application.

Stage 1 
Submit your online application form and 
application handling fee. Please note the 
application handling fee is non-
refundable.

Stage 2
Submit your documentary evidence.  
This can be done online when 
submitting your application or at a later 
stage. Please see: londoninternational.
ac.uk/applications-admissions/how-
apply/documentary-evidence 

Please do not send original documents.

Stage 3
We will contact you by email with one  
of the following:

Offer Letter: if you meet our entrance 
requirements and we have seen all 
required documentation we will send 
you an Offer Letter. 

Request for further information: we 
might require further documentation/
information before we can confirm if you 
meet our entrance requirements. 

We have referred your application to  
the Admissions Panel: if you do not 
automatically meet our entrance 
requirements we will refer your 
application to the Admissions Panel for 
individual consideration. The Admissions 
Panel will consider qualifications that are 
not published under the Qualifications 
for Entrance Schedule, incomplete 
qualifications and substantial relevant work 
experience. If we cannot accept you with 
your current qualifications and experience, 
we will advise you on what qualifications 
you could take in order to meet our 
entrance requirements in the future. 

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/courses/search
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/courses/search
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/how-apply/documentary-evidence
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/how-apply/documentary-evidence
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/applications-admissions/how-apply/documentary-evidence
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Accreditation of Prior 
Learning (APL)

Discretionary APL
Applications will be considered in the 
light of the syllabus, the level of 
examination performance and the 
comparability of the prior learning to  
the course concerned.

Am I eligible to 
apply for APL?

BSc applicants only
You can be considered for APL provided 
you satisfy all of the following criteria:

•  APL is normally only considered on a 
subject-for-subject basis – for example, 
you should only apply for APL with 
respect to CO1102 if  you have previously 
studied a similar subject in the same 
depth, at degree level (or the equivalent), 
and you have achieved good marks in 
the corresponding examination.

•  To apply for automatic APL you must 
satisfy all the criteria for one of the 
qualifications listed under ‘Automatic 
APL’ on the following web page: bit.ly/
computing-apl

•  You may apply for up to four Level 4 
and/or Level 5 courses, with a 
maximum of two courses at Level 5. 

•  You must normally have studied for  
your qualification at one institution. 

You must also: 

•  have passed the whole of the 
qualification(s) on which your 
application for APL is based within the 
five years preceding the application.

•  Have already received the final award 
for that qualification(s). If you have not 
yet received the award, your APL 
application will be considered under 
the APL regulations that apply at the 
time that the award is finally made. 
These regulations may be different to 
those that apply at the time you 
submitted your application.

What is APL?
APL means that you are not required to 
take a particular course(s) as part of your 
degree because, in the University’s 
opinion, you have already covered a 
similar syllabus, as part of a previous 
qualification, at the same level, depth and 
breadth. (Other institutions sometimes 
use the term ‘credit transfer’.) Some APL 
we award is ‘automatic’; all other APL is 
considered on a ‘non-automatic’ basis. 

APL is only valid for a limited period.  
If you are granted APL, this period is 
given on your decision letter. If you do 
not attempt an examination during  
this period, the APL will expire. If you  
still want the APL to count towards  
your degree, you will need to make a 
further application.

Automatic APL
•  Subject to the conditions given, APL 

with respect to the courses specified  
is normally awarded automatically, on 
application, on the basis of the 
qualifications listed on our website:  
bit.ly/apl-qualifications

•  All applicants must also satisfy the 
criteria listed under ‘Am I eligible to 
apply for APL?’

•  The APL application fee is not payable 
for the consideration of these automatic 
APL (see ‘How do I apply for APL?’). 

Please note: We will only be able to 
consider your APL application fully after 
we have received the necessary 
documentary evidence and, if you are 
applying for non-automatic APL, after  
we have received your fee.

http://bit.ly/computing-apl
http://bit.ly/computing-apl
http://bit.ly/apl-qualifications


londoninternational.ac.uk/comp 27

Please note: 
•  Applications for APL with respect to 

examinations in the following year will 
only be considered if your qualification 
is awarded before the application 
deadline in the year before (i.e.  
1 October).

•  We do not give APL on the basis of O or 
A levels, or other similar school-leaving 
examinations. 

•  We cannot consider a request for APL 
with respect to a particular course if 
you have already entered the 
examination for that course.

•  The granting of APL by other  
higher educational or professional 
institutions will be noted but does  
not bind the University of London to 
award the same APL.

How do I apply for APL?
Please read this section carefully.

Formal application must be made for all 
APL, both non-automatic and automatic. 
Complete the APL section of the online 
application form. A non-refundable fee is 
payable for the consideration of all 
non-automatic APL. Please do not send 
this fee with your initial application.

On receipt of your initial APL application, 
the Admissions Office will send you one  
of the following:

•  a decision letter advising you that certain 
automatic APL has been awarded

•  a letter requesting further documentary 
evidence before a decision regarding 
automatic APL can be taken

•  or an APL request pack for non-
automatic APL, comprising an APL 
request form, fee slip, and a covering 
letter. You must complete and return 
the request form and non-refundable 
fee, following the instructions given in 
the letter that accompanies the APL 
request pack. You must also submit all 
the documentary evidence requested 
in that letter and the fee indicated. 

•  a decision letter informing you that 
your APL request has been 
unsuccessful. This will usually be 
because you do not satisfy the criteria 
given in the section ‘Am I eligible to 
apply for APL?’

Deadline date
We must receive your initial application 
for APL no later than: 1 October.

We will take a decision on your 
application for non-automatic APL as 
soon as possible after your request form, 
fee and documentary evidence have 
been received. Please note that the APL 
application fee is non-refundable.

Golda Lushington
Computing and Information 
Systems, Trinidad and Tobago

‘I chose to study for a degree in 
Computing and Information 
Systems as it covered both 
theoretical and practical 
aspects. I use the IT skills that I 
learnt from my degree in almost 
every area. The non-technical 
skills I acquired such as 
analysis, problem-solving and 
communication skills have also 
proved invaluable.’

Golda works for the Caribbean 
Industrial Research Institute in 
Trinidad and Tobago. Read an 
interview with her in our online 
magazine, London Connection:  
bit.ly/lc-goldalushington 

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
http://bit.ly/lc-goldalushington
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Transfer

To Goldsmiths
Goldsmiths welcomes applications from 
International Programmes students who 
wish to transfer to one of their degree 
programmes. Students who wish to 
transfer to complete their BSc degree over 
two years’ full-time study at Goldsmiths 
should have successfully completed the 
examinations for all four courses at Level 4. 
If you require further information,  
please contact: international.
computing@gold.ac.uk

Those who wish to complete their degree 
in one year of full-time study should have 
successfully completed the examinations 
for all four courses at Level 4 and all four 
courses at Level 5. If you have completed 
the required courses as detailed above, or 
expect to do so in your intended year of 
transfer, Goldsmiths will welcome your 
application to transfer provided that you 
contact us by 28 February in your intended 
year of entry. Under Home Office 
regulations, Goldsmiths can only register 
international students for full-time study. 

Your offer will be subject to:

1.   You successfully completing all 
required courses prior to transfer.

2.  You meeting any requirements for  
study in the UK, such as obtaining the 
relevant visas. 

Goldsmiths has a policy of providing 
accommodation for non-EU students.

To view a video about transferring to 
Goldsmiths, please see: bit.ly/
goldsmiths-transfer

To another university 
in the UK or elsewhere
If you are thinking of applying to transfer  
to another university in the UK or 
elsewhere, we advise you to find out at 
least a year in advance what the procedures 
are for making an application. Your local 
British Council office can advise you on 
how to apply to universities in the UK.

Master’s scholarships 
at Goldsmiths
In 2016, scholarships for MSc study at 
Goldsmiths were introduced for 
International Programmes students who 
have completed their BSc Computing 
degree. To be considered for the 
scholarships, students need to achieve 
very high marks and have been accepted 
for postgraduate study in Computing at 
Goldsmiths.

All International Programmes Computing 
graduates are eligible for the Goldsmiths’ 
Alumni Fee Waiver and Excellence Fee 
Waiver Schemes. 

For further details see:

•  Goldsmiths International Postgraduate 
Scholarships: bit.ly/goldsmiths-
scholarships

•  Goldsmiths’ Alumni and Excellence Fee 
Wiaver Schemes: bit.ly/post-grad-
funding

Amos Yeo (left) and Kenneth Koh 
transferred to the Goldsmiths 
campus from Singapore. They 
both achieved First Class 
honours and Amos is now doing 
his Phd at Goldsmiths in 
Intelligent Data Analytics.

mailto:international.computing%40gold.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:international.computing%40gold.ac.uk?subject=
http://bit.ly/goldsmiths-transfer
http://bit.ly/goldsmiths-transfer
http://bit.ly/goldsmiths-scholarships
http://bit.ly/goldsmiths-scholarships
bit.ly/post-grad-funding
bit.ly/post-grad-funding
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Fees

Fees payable to 
the University

Academic year 2017–2018

BSc and Certificate fees

Application handling fee  £88 
(non-refundable) 

APL application fee (per course) £93

Registration fee  £808

Continuing registration fee  £395

Examination fee (per full course) £332

Examination fee (per half course) £166

Work Experience Entry Route fees

Application handling fee  £88 
(non-refundable) 

Registration fee £404

Transfer fee £332

Examination fee (per course) £316

Fees for students taking 
individual courses

Application handling fee £88

Composite fee (per course) £534

Dates for 2017–2018 academic session

•  The application handling fee is valid 
until the application closing date,  
1 October 2017.

•  The registration fee is valid until  
the registration closing date,  
30 November 2017.

•  The continuing registration fee is valid 
and payable between 1 March 2017 and 
1 November 2017.

•  The examination fees apply to students 
entering the 2018 examinations and are 
payable between 30 November 2017 
and the examination entry deadline 
date, 1 February 2018.

All fees must be paid in pounds sterling 
and can be paid online via the Student 
Portal using a credit/debit card (Visa, 
MasterCard), by Western Union Quick Pay, 
banker’s draft/cheque or international 
money/postal order, made payable to 
‘The University of London’.

How much will my 
programme cost?
Fees are payable as you progress rather 
than as a single lump sum and are subject 
to annual revision and typically may be 
increased by up to 5 per cent per annum. 
The full list of annual fees for the 
programmes will be published  
on the Student Fees web page once 
confirmed. Please visit: 
londoninternational.ac.uk/fees

As a guide, if you were to complete the  
BSc in Computing and Information Systems 
or the BSc in Creative Computing in the 
minimum amount of time (three years), and 
without resits, you should expect to pay 
between £5,670–£5,935. This amount 
includes a one-off application fee, the 
registration fee for your first year and a 
continuing registration fee for any 
subsequent years of study, plus four 
examination fees per year.

For the CertHE in Computing and 
Information Systems or the CertHE in Creative 
Computing, you must study at an 
institution with Certificate Teaching Status 
(see page 19) and should contact them for 
full details of their fees. The fees payable 
to the University in 2017–2018 if you 
complete the Certificate in the minimum 
amount of time (one year), and without 
resits, total £2,224. This amount includes a 
one-off application fee, the registration fee 
for your first year and four examination fees.

Other costs
In addition to the fees payable to the 
University, you should also budget for  
the cost of: 

• required textbooks 

•  the fee charged by your local 
examination centre

•  local teaching institution fees. 

Financial assistance
Undergraduate UK students may be able 
to apply for a part-time tuition fee loan to 
cover the cost of registration and 
examination entry fees.

For full details on eligibility criteria  
please visit: gov.uk/student-finance 
Alternatively some employers in both the 
public and private sector may be willing 
to consider offering financial assistance  
to their employees.

Students with 
disabilities
The University of London International 
Programmes welcomes applications from 
disabled students and/or those who have 
specific access requirements.

If you are disabled and/or have specific 
access requirements, we will make every 
reasonable effort to meet your needs.  
This may include making special 
arrangements for examinations such as  
a separate room or special aids. If you 
would like to tell us about your disability 
and/or request special arrangements 
please complete the relevant section  
of the application form, or contact the 
Inclusive Practice Manager at:  
special.arrangements@london.ac.uk

Armed Forces
Students who are members or ex-
members of the UK Armed Forces 
should note that the University of London 
has been approved by the Ministry of 
Defence in support of the Enhanced 
Learning Credits (ELC) Scheme (ELC 
Provider Reference Number 1284). The 
Scheme provides financial support to 
eligible Service personnel who wish to 
enhance their educational or vocational 
achievements. The ELC Administration 
Service website can be found at:  
www.enhancedlearningcredits.com

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/comp
http://londoninternational.ac.uk/fees
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
mailto:special.arrangements%40london.ac.uk?subject=
http://enhancedlearningcredits.com
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Further information

Study programmes 2017–2018
We offer a wide range of study programmes, from  
full degree programmes to certificates and individual  
courses/modules. For further information visit 
londoninternational.ac.uk/courses

Contact
If you have any questions that are not answered by  
this prospectus please contact:
The Student Advice Centre, University of London 
Senate House, Malet Street
London WC1E 7HU, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)20 7862 8360
enquiries.londoninternational.ac.uk

http://londoninternational.ac.uk/courses
http://enquiries.londoninternational.ac.uk


Inclusive Practice Policy 
we  are committed to a policy of inclusive 
practice and we seek to ensure that 
reasonable steps are taken to consider the 
needs of students with specific access 
requirements. This includes the areas of 
learning, assessment and examinations. If 
you need to make a request for special 
arrangements (such as additional time or 
special aids in exams) please contact the 
Inclusive Practice Manager at: special.
arrangements@london.ac.uk

Complaints procedure 
We aim to provide the highest quality 
service to our students. We endeavour  
to solve any problems you experience 
quickly and fairly. If, however, you wish to 
make a complaint our complaints procedure 
is published on our website and in our 
Student Guide and Programme handbooks.

While every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information contained in 
this prospectus is accurate at the date of 
publication (March 2017), all matters that it 
covers may be subject to change from 
time to time, both before and after a 
student has registered. In particular, 
information about the structure and 
content of programmes is subject to 
confirmation in the Programme 
regulations and registered students 
should refer to these. All fees are subject 
to annual review. The University does not 
intend by publication or distribution of 
this prospectus to create any contractual 
or other legal relation with applicants, 
registered students, their advisers or any 
other persons. You are strongly advised to 
check our website (londoninternational.ac.
uk) for any revisions to this prospectus. We 
advise you to check local recognition 
criteria in your own country before 
applying for any qualification listed in this 
prospectus. This prospectus is issued free 
by the University of London. 
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For further information on the range  
of programmes we offer, please visit  
our website or contact us at:

The Student Advice Centre 
University of London 
Senate House 
Malet Street 
London WC1E 7HU  
United Kingdom

Telephone +44 (0)20 7862 8360  
enquiries.londoninternational.ac.uk

Follow us on:

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
linkedin

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
googleplus

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
flickr

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
blog

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
youtube

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
facebook

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
twitter

 
londoninternational.ac.uk/
instagram
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